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School Context and Highlights
Wirreanda Secondary School (WSS) is a Category 3 site with 901 enrolments in 2017. Our mainstream component (755
students) (10% ATSI students, 12% students on an NEP and 5% EALD) incorporates a Specialist Sport program. We
have a Disability Unit and an on site Flexible Learning program.
Innovative/future focused learning is an ongoing priority of our improvement journey at Wirreanda Secondary School in
2017. In 2016 we launched into a considerable change journey incorporating high expectations with the development of
clear and consistent learning expectations and supporting structures, 2017 was the beginning of new curriculum and
pedagogical approaches and adapting to our unique timetable. Our continued focus on high expectations, quality
teaching and learning and positive behaviours is underpinned by the commitment of staff, students and families.
Engaging families in the learning journey is a continuing priority for us, to ensure the aspirations we foster are nurtured
and encouraged beyond the school environment.
High Expectations for Learning and Raising Aspirations
Our commitment to high expectations and providing a positive learning environment for all students was supported in
2017 by a continued focus on developing whole school positive behaviour agreements, expectations and support
processes. Providing opportunities, high expectations and structures to ensure all students are supported and
challenged continues to be key. In 2017 we were identified as aSocial Ventures Bright Spots School, with our project
work focused on high expectations and raising aspirations.
Quality Teaching and Learning/ Curriculum and Pedagogy
We continue to collectively work on a range of factors that foster pedagogy that is responsive to our learners. These
include:
- disruption and transformation of physical spaces to allow for dynamic learning experiences for staff and students
- new unique Timetable structure with longer blocks of learning time, later starting time, longer lunch for structured
extracurricular and the removal of traditional meeting structures
- development of future focussed structures and learning opportunities with flexible interdisciplinary links with students
co-designing learning and assessment
- continuing to collaborate with Flinders University on a project which offers senior students a place in University STEM
courses with selection based upon creative and critical thinking skills and not their ATAR

Governing Council Report
It has again been my pleasure to serve on the Council as Chairperson. Being a part of the Council has given me insight
into the challenges of running a large secondary school and balancing the best interests of our students with day to day
operational issues and financial limitations. I am continually impressed by the genuine passion of the school leadership
team, to provide our students with a modern curriculum and a learning environment and facility that is a leader in
education in the south and something we should all be proud of.
2017 was another busy year at Wirreanda Secondary School and the Council played its role of being the voice of the
parents and supporting the leadership team in the running of the school. There were many highlights during the year but
I was particularly impressed by our student leaders and their ideas for improvements to the school. In particular the
changes to the school houses and the introduction of the recycling bins.
The Department of Education and Child Development chose 2017 for a periodic review of the school and the Council
was interviewed as part of the process and provided honest feedback to the panel. Every school now undergoes review
every 4 years and I’m pleased to say that Wirreanda Secondary School had a positive result with some minor areas for
improvement which will be acted upon in due course.
The Governing Council is made up of a dynamic and diverse group of community members with a common goal and it is
great to see everyone being involved. I would like to thank all the parents, members of parliament, local council
members, student leaders and the staff at Wirreanda for the input during 2017.
2018 is also looking bright with enrolments up and the renovations to the buildings and facilities coming along and very
timely.
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Improvement Planning and Outcomes
Wirreanda Secondary School’s Site Improvement Plan in 2017 continued to be underpinned by the DECD Strategic Plan
2014-2017, Panalatinga Local Partnership Improvement Plan and authentic student voice from Wirreanda Secondary
School students.
Literacy & Numeracy Improvement Tracking, monitoring and responding to every learner’s growth
Strategies
Goal: “Teachers and students know and own their learning/assessment data and work with the data to plan for and
implement strategies for growth.” This aspirational goal was aimed at ensuring data was used effectively to design for
and measure growth in our learners. One identified strategy was to ensure that “Learning conversations with parents
include discussions regarding progress and goals related to learning”. This occurred with Student Led Learning
Conversations with our Year 8 students.
An additional strategy identified was to “Develop a Literacy Improvement Action Plan identifying 2-3 priorities for focus”.
This was instrumental with the employment of two new leaders overseeing these areas. The plans were developed in
coordination with the Partnership Literacy and Numeracy PLCs, complimenting the work of the collective leaders from
five different secondary sites.
A third strategy identified and implemented was “Staff engage in professional development in regards to how to
differentiate for a range of literacy and numeracy needs establishing challenge for all learners”. This manifested in
multiple workshops being presented to staff in our Term Teachmeets targeting approaches to literacy and numeracy.
Improving Pedagogy Innovating, Personalising and Empowering Learning
Strategies
Goal: “Students gain a deep understanding of their own skills and are challenged to improve these skills to become
better learners with and without digital tools.”
A significant amount of work and professional development was focussed on the understanding and implementation of
the Critical and Creative Thinking Capability. Students in Year 8 self-reported against the Critical Thinking Capability
after “I can” statements were developed. Specific strategies and visible thinking routines were established to ensure
multiple opportunities for students to develop Critical and Creative Thinking across all subjects and year levels. Students
in Year 8 also completed a metacognition survey which measured learning dispositions. These assessments were
conducted in Term 1 and Term 4 and indicated growth across the cohort.
Learner Wellbeing Building & Embracing Confident, Inclusive & Diverse Learners
Goal: “Staff and students at Wirreanda Secondary School feel connected and supported as part of an inclusive school
community.”
The MDI Student Wellbeing Report indicated that emotional engagement with teachers has grown 13% since 2016 in
addition with cognitive engagement which improved by 8%. These were positive results and the focus on building
positive relationships, restorative practices and a renewed positive behaviour approach contributed significantly to the
positive results.
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Performance Summary
NAPLAN Proficiency
The DECD Standard of Educational Achievement (SEA) is defined as children and young people progressing
and achieving at or above their appropriate year level. For NAPLAN, this is students achieving in proficiency
bands one or more above the National Minimum Standard for Reading and Numeracy. The graph below
identifies the percentage of non-exempt students enrolled in the school at the time of NAPLAN testing,
who have demonstrated achievement in NAPLAN proficiency bands at or above the DECD SEA for Reading
and Numeracy.

Reading

Data Source: DECD special extract from National Assessment Program Literacy and Numeracy (NAPLAN) SA TAA data holdings, July 2017.
*NOTE: Reporting of data not provided when less than six students in the respective cohort. A blank graph may imply student count being less
than six across all cohorts.

Numeracy

Data Source: DECD special extract from National Assessment Program Literacy and Numeracy (NAPLAN) SA TAA data holdings, July 2017.
*NOTE: Reporting of data not provided when less than six students in the respective cohort. A blank graph may imply student count being less
than six across all cohorts.
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NAPLAN Progress
The data below represents the growth of students from 2015 to 2017 in the NAPLAN test relative to students
with the same original score, presented in quartiles.

Reading
NAPLAN progression

Year 7-9

State (average)

Upper progress group

15%

25%

Middle progress group

45%

50%

Lower progress group

40%

25%

Data Source: DECD special extract from Student DataWarehouse, July 2017.
*NOTE: Reporting of data not provided when less than six students in the respective cohort. Due to rounding of percentages, data may not add up to
100%.

Numeracy
NAPLAN progression

Year 7-9

State (average)

Upper progress group

15%

25%

Middle progress group

64%

50%

Lower progress group

21%

25%

Data Source: DECD special extract from Student DataWarehouse, July 2017.
*NOTE: Reporting of data not provided when less than six students in the respective cohort. Due to rounding of percentages, data may not add up to
100%.

NAPLAN Upper Two Bands Achievement
This measure shows the number of non-exempt students enrolled at the time of NAPLAN testing who have demonstrated
achievement in the relevant NAPLAN higher bands.

No. of students who sat No. of students achieving in % of students achieving in
the test^
the upper two bands
the upper two bands**
Reading

Numeracy

Reading

Numeracy

Reading

Numeracy

Year 9 2017

142

142

9

4

6%

3%

Year 9 2015-17 Average

149.0

148.7

8.0

3.0

5%

2%

Data Source: DECD special extract from NAPLAN SA TAA data holdings, July 2017.
^includes absent and withdrawn students.
*Reporting of data not provided when less than six students in the respective cohort.
**Percentages have been rounded off to the nearest whole number.
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South Australian Certificate of Education - SACE
SACE Stage 2 Grades – Percentage of grades that are C- or above
for attempted SACE subjects (SEA).
2014

2015

2016

2017

84%

93%

94%

98%

Data Source: SACE Schools Data reports, extracted February 2017.
*NOTE: Reporting of data not provided when less than six students in the respective cohort.

SACE Stage 2 Grade distribution
Grade

2014

2015

2016

2017

A+

0%

0%

0%

0%

A

1%

1%

2%

3%

A-

3%

1%

4%

7%

B+

7%

5%

6%

7%

B

12%

12%

11%

12%

B-

13%

19%

16%

15%

C+

12%

17%

22%

16%

C

26%

27%

27%

27%

C-

11%

10%

7%

7%

D+

4%

4%

3%

0.2%

D

3%

2%

2%

1%

D-

1%

1%

0%

0%

E+

2%

0%

0%

0.2%

E

2%

0%

1%

0%

E-

1%

0%

0%

0%

N

2%

0%

0%

0%

Data Source: SACE Schools Data reports, extracted February 2017.
*NOTE: Reporting of data not provided when less than six students in the respective cohort. Due to rounding of percentages, data
may not add up to 100%.

SACE Completion - Percentage of completers out of those
students who had the potential to complete their SACE that year.
2014

2015

2016

2017

82%

88%

93%

100%

Data Source: SACE Schools Data reports, extracted February 2017.
*NOTE: Reporting of data not provided when less than six students in the respective cohort.

2014

2015

2016

2017

Percentage of year 12 students undertaking
vocational training or trade training

52%

52%

53%

52%

Percentage of year 12 students attaining a year 12
certificate or equivalent VET qualification

82%

88%

93%

100%
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School Performance Comment
NAPLAN
Our 2017 NAPLAN results at Year 9 are showing significant improvement. Student attendance to all tests combined has
increased and was at our highest level. This shows a greater willingness from both parents and students to demonstrate
their learning in Literacy & Numeracy and to see NAPLAN as an opportunity to identify areas for improvement.
In breaking down the results, we see that the % of students achieving DECD SEA (Standard of Educational
Achievement), NAPLAN Band 7 and above, in ‘Reading’ has dropped over the last 2 years to 42%. However, 76% of
students met NMS (National Minimum Standard) NAPLAN Band 6 and above. This shows that over one third of students
are achieving only at Band 6 level. Further targeted work in Reading will need to be done, and one of the strategies will
be for all staff to have access to student NAPLAN history to understand their reading levels and put in place pedagogies
that cater for all student needs.
Numeracy results for 2017 have dropped slightly from 2016 in regards to students achieving SEA (49% down from
50%). However, there was an increase in the % of students achieving NMS from 88% in 2016 to 93% in 2017. The
School Mean score in Numeracy was at its highest since 2009 but these achievements just continue to illustrate the high
number of students achieving at NMS only.
As far as individual growth is concerned, there were 17 students who showed significant improvement in their Reading
achievement, and 16 students who showed the same level of improvement in Numeracy. There were 9 students who
maintained their Upper Band achievement from Year 7 NAPLAN in Reading (12 did not). There were 4 who maintained
their Upper Band achievement from Year 7 NAPLAN in Numeracy (5 did not).
SACE
SACE improvement is a genuine focus for all South Australian schools – SACE completion provides greater access to a
range of post schooling pathways, from Tertiary Education, Apprenticeships & Traineeships through to direct
employment. We are therefore incredibly proud of the results of our graduating class of 2017, with 100% of our students
achieving their SACE. Not only is this completion rate our best ever result but we also had our greatest number of SACE
completers (101). The 2017 graduating class also managed a record number of A grades across their subjects (10%),
up from 26 (6%) in 2016 and 98.3% of all subjects studied achieved a grade of C- or better - also school bests. This
shows a high level of commitment from all involved. For those students applying to University, 31 students received an
offer in the first round and 20 of those were for their first preference, which is exciting for them.
To highlight the need for continual improvement, the focus for 2018 and beyond is to shift The C grades towards the A
and B grade bands. This will involve teaching staff working closer with the Senior School Team, their Learning Area
Leaders and connecting with other sites to develop high quality tasks.
VET study and certificate completion continues to contribute greatly to student success in their SACE endeavours.
Student

Attendance
Year level

2014

2015

2016

2017

Year 8

87.3%

88.2%

87.9%

88.1%

Year 9

85.8%

83.1%

81.0%

84.9%

Year 10

85.2%

83.2%

83.1%

80.3%

Year 11

86.4%

86.6%

83.9%

85.2%

Year 12

86.4%

88.5%

85.4%

83.1%

Secondary Other

82.2%

84.4%

81.9%

84.6%

Total

85.8%

85.6%

84.0%

84.4%

Data Source: Site Performance Reporting System, Semester 1 Attendance.
Note: A blank cell indicates there were no students enrolled.
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Attendance Comment
Target: 92% by the end of 2017.
In 2017, our new curriculum and pedagogical approaches were designed to increase opportunities for student agency,
and deepen connectedness and engagement at school.
Whole school attendance percentages remained similar to 2016, increasing slightly by 0.4%. We also saw growth in
attendance percentages for Year 8, 9 and 11 cohorts. High expectations and further development of engaging teaching
and learning programs will be an ongoing focus in 2018, so that students feel connected with our school community and
have ownership of their learning.

Behaviour Management Comment
Decreased behavior incidents across all year levels continued in 2017, including below the DECD mean. The number of
standalone suspensions pending exclusion reduced with a decrease in serious incidents. This reflects new processes
that have been implemented and further refined, to support appropriate behaviors for learning including the use of
Restorative Practices to repair and restore relationships when behavior is compromised.

Client Opinion Summary
Once again our Parent Opinion Surveys reflect that we measure higher than the Government High school mean on
every measure.
Significant differences included in regards to
Leadership and Management:
Government School Mean: 67%
Wirreanda Seoncdary School: 74%
Technology and Resources:
Government School Mean: 72%
Wirreanda Secondary School: 77%
Parent Communication:
Government School Mean: 66%
Wirreanda Secondary School: 70%
In addition, we saw growth in several measure including school tidiness, which may be attributed to the work student
leaders conducted with the purchase and rollout of new rubbish and recycling bins to reduce waste.
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Intended Destination
School
Leave Reason

Number

%

Employment

19

8.1%

Interstate/Overseas

18

7.7%

Other

5

2.1%

Seeking Employment

6

2.6%

Tertiary/TAFE/Training

0

NA

Transfer to Non-Govt School

15

6.4%

Transfer to SA Govt School

26

11.1%

Unknown

146

62.1%

0

NA

Unknown (TG - Not Found)

Data Source: Education Department School Administration System (EDSAS) Data extract Term 3 2017.

DECD Relevant History Screening
2017 again saw an increase in the number of Third Party Providers. These people primarily assist in the Learner
Wellbeing Centre, The Unit, VET areas and as sport coaches. We continue to have family and community volunteers on
Governing Council. All Third Party Providers and volunteers on site have an appropriate Department of Communities
and Social Inclusion Child Related Employment Screening and undertake Responding to Abuse and Neglect training. All
relevant details are recorded on EDSAS and the school monitors and responds to DECD requirements for TPP and
volunteers.
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Teacher Qualifications and Workforce Composition
All teachers at this school are qualified and registered with the SA Teachers Registration Board.
Qualification Level

Number of Qualifications

Bachelor Degrees or Diplomas

134

Post Graduate Qualifications

44

Data Source: DECD HR Management Reporting System, extracted Term 3 2017.

Please note: Staff who have more than 1 qualification will be counted more than once in the above qualification
table. Therefore the total number of staff by qualification type may be more than the total number of teaching
staff.

Workforce Composition including Indigenous staff
Teaching Staff

Non-Teaching Staff

Indigenous

Non-Indigenous

Indigenous

Non-Indigenous

0.8

61.4

2.5

21.9

1

69

3

27

Full-Time Equivalents
Persons

Data Source: DECD HR Management Reporting System, extracted Term 3 2017.

Financial Statement
Funding Source

Amount

Grants: State

$261,250.00

Grants: Commonwealth

$33,154.42

Parent Contributions

$503,756.17

Fund Raising
Other

$350.00

$239354.15

Data Source: Data Source: Education Department School Administration System (EDSAS).

2017 School Annual Report: Tier 2 Funding Report*
*Tier 2 funding provides additional resources to support students who are unlikely to obtain the desired outcomes without further support.

Tier 2 Funding
Section

Targeted Funding for
Individual Students

Tier 2 Category (where applicable
to the site)

Improved Behaviour Management and needs of students.
Engagement

attendance and progression towards
SACE completion including 100%
SACE. at Yr 12

Improved Outcomes for Students with Targeted identification and support for students identified as EALD
an Additional Language or Dialect

Growth for all students accessing
support in 2017

Improved Outcomes for Students with Targeted intervention for year 8s by withdrawing identified students from
Disabilities
Language and providing intensive literacy support. Support provided for years
8-10 through our Inclusive Education Support

100% completion of Stage 1
compulsory and increase in literacy
for 8-10

ATSI teams consists of AET and an ASETO plus additional tutorial support
provided to students year 8-12.
Targets included:
1. Maintain engagement of at-risk students above 85% attendance
2. Increase the percentage of ATSI students to achieve SACE
3. 100% pass rates for ATSI students completing compulsory SACE subjects

1. Engagement was increased
2. SACE achievement was
maintained
3. 100% of ATSI students engaging
in support were successful in
compulsory SACE subjects.

Better Schools Funding

Utilised for Professional Practice, SACE completion, STEM Primary School
Program and Student Voice

100% SACE completion
350 local primary school students
involved in STEM program

Specialist School Reporting (as
required)

Specialist Sport Program focussed on athlete development and incerased
opportunities for students in relation to high performance.

Increased retention of SSC students
and increased enrolment for 2018.

Improved Outcomes for
- Rural & Isolated Students
- Aboriginal Students
- Numeracy and Literacy
Targeted Funding for
Groups of Students

Program Funding for
all Students

Briefly describe how the 2017 funding was used to improve the relevant Outcomes achieved or progress
Standard of Educational Achievement (SEA) outcomes
towards these outcomes

First Language Maintenance &
Development
Students taking Alternative Pathways
Students with Learning Difficulties
Grant
Australian Curriculum
Aboriginal Languages Programs
Initiatives

Other Discretionary
Funding

Improved Outcomes for Gifted
Students
Primary School Counsellor (if
applicable)

