
Wirreanda 
Secondary School
Course Handbook 2021 

Middle School 7-9



Learning for Li fe
Respect   Responsibility   Honesty   Achievement

2

Wirreanda Secondary School
105 Richards Drive

MORPHETT VALE

SOUTH AUSTRALIA 5162

Phone: (08) 8329 7200

Website: www.wirreandasecondary.sa.edu.au

http://www.wirreandasecondary.sa.edu.au


Contents Page

3

C
O

N
T

E
N

T
S

Introduction 4

Specialist Sports Course 6

Opportunities at Wirreanda Secondary School 8

Year 7 Curriculum 14

Year 8 Curriculum 16

Reference for Year 8 Subjects 17

Year 9 Curriculum 18

Reference for Year 9 Subjects 19

English Courses 20

Mathematics Courses 24

Science Courses 26

HASS - Humanities & Social Science Courses 28

The Arts Courses 34

Health & Physical Education Courses 42

Language Courses 46

Design & Technology Courses 48



Wirreanda Secondary School is focused on high expectations, innovation and 
improvement. Our central purpose is to develop our students? learning and wellbeing 
and we know that the most crit ical driver for this development is our focus on continued 
improvement and creating meaningful learning opportunities through fostering genuine 
student voice. 

Our school values of respect, honesty, responsibil ity and achievement drive our daily 
actions and forward directions at Wirreanda Secondary School. We work hard to ensure 
all students are provided with opportunities to succeed and that they graduate as well 
rounded individuals who feel a sense of worth and contribution to the local and global 
community. 

Genuine Student Voice for Learning is an area of focus at Wirreanda Secondary School. 
When students have a genuine voice in how the school is run, they are more likely to be 
engaged and feel themselves as ?shareholders? which of course makes the school a 
better place. Student Voice for us is valuing and encouraging students to be actively 
involved in our school community, a crit ical part of decision making and supported to 
bring plans and ideas into action. 

We are proud to offer a broad curriculum and a range of academic and vocational 
pathways for students here at Wirreanda Secondary School. An extensive choice of 
programs cater for students? diverse learning needs and interests, including: 

- Specialist Sports Course 
- Vocational Education and Training courses, including Music Industry, Sport and 

Recreation & Construction. 

In 2021 we will see the second class of Year 7 students entering high school, with 
Wirreanda Secondary School being privileged to be one of three schools across the state 
taking part in the 'Year 7 to high school' pilot program. Our year 7s will jump straight 
into a contemporary curriculum that creates a fantastic foundation for our innovative 
programs for the Middle School. Year 7 & 8 students will explore ideas, problems and 
challenges through a cross-curricular approach with PBL and Year 9 & 10 students will 
explore Mathematics and Science curriculum through our ICS (Inquiry Centred Studies). 
In addition we continue to build courses that integrate key capabilit ies and offer 
students to work with peers in vertically grouped classes across all year levels. 

An exciting time to be a learner. 

Caroline Fishpool

PRINICPAL
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SPECIA LIST SPORTS
COURSE

The Specialist Sport Course at Wirreanda Secondary School has been established to assist 
talented student athletes to achieve at the highest levels of performance in their chosen sport 
and to help develop their educational, emotional and social well being. The program also 
provides structures and processes to support students accessing a range of post school options.

The aims of the Specialist Sport Course is to provide student athletes access to:

Athlete development which enhances the individual's ability to maximise performance using a 
holistic approach

- Engage students in an Individual Athlete plan with assistance from the Senior Leader, 
Athlete Development Lead Teacher, Specialist Sport Course Team and additional support 
services.

- Engage and expose the athlete to Sport Science services such as coaching analysis of their 
performances, sports injury courses, nutrition, a range of traditional and state of the art 
training methods, strength and conditioning, psychology, recovery, prehabilitation and 
rehabilitation and sport specific skill development

- Work Experience and Career Education support and planning
- Provide athletes with access to various professional facilities within the school 

environment and within local, state and national sporting communities
- Engage in and utilise technology to enhance and aid their individual athlete development

Students in the Specialist Sport Course at Wirreanda Secondary School will have the opportunity 
to: 

- Complete appropriate coaching and officiating qualifications and courses
- Complete Certificate 2 In Sport and Recreation
- Complete their Senior First Aid Certificate
- Obtain units in Certificate 3 In Sport And Recreation
- Engage with successful state and national athletes via workshops, skill sessions and online 

connections

Extensive support is provided through the Athlete Development Program to assist student 
athletes to balance their demanding schedules and achieve success at school as well as in their 
personal and sporting lives.   

Access to the Specialist Sports Course is through application only. For further information please 
contact Heather Lee in the Sports Office.

Phone: (08) 8329 7230

KEY CONTACT: Dan Gale

Email: Dan.Gale556@schools.sa.edu.au
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Overseas Expedit ion
Our biennial (every two years) Overseas Expeditions provide an opportunity for students to 
develop resilience , leadership, confidence and empathy all whilst becoming educated global 
cit izens. In the past  groups of students have traveled to Cambodia and worked to develop 
educational programs, and learning facilit ies for the local orphanage.

Participating students can expect to:

- gain f irst hand experience in making a contribution to an under privileged community in 
another country

- build an appreciation of another culture and a broader understanding of global issues
- develop confidence to lead a group and make decisions
- work as part of a cohesive team to achieve common goals
- experience life outside of their 'comfort zone'
- face and overcome mental and physical challenges
- build positive relationships with peers and staff  along with their host community

Expression of interest in this program can be indicated on Student Course Selection Cards which 
will ensure information will be provided when the Expedition is  being offered.

Success  is not only measured in academic achievement. Many students f ind challenge and 
fulf ilment through sport, creative pursuits or technologies. Wirreanda Secondary School?s 
Extra-Curricular Programs provide opportunities to develop skills and passions in individual and 
collaborative environments as well as an valuable opportunities to further develop 
relationships "out of class" with teachers, younger and older peers and the wider school 
community.

Many of these Extra-Curricular Programs are offered during our extended lunch period every 
Wednesday. In the past these have included:

- F-X Makeup artistry
- Dream to Draw Anime Art Club
- Smoothie Bar
- Philosophy Club
- Pedal-Prix
- Sustainable Gardening
- Tech Ventures
- Girls in STEM
- Street Food Alley
- E-sports competit ions

These programs are responsive to student interests and change dependent on student requests 
or interest. 



U
N

IQ
U

E
 O

P
P

O
R

T
U

N
IT

IE
S

 @
W

S
S

Ski Tr ip

Wirreanda Secondary School will be offering year 10 - 12 students the opportunity to attend the 
2019 Wirreanda Snow Tour to the ski f ields of Victoria. This experience will be a fantastic learning 
and growth opportunity for your child and will help them in the following ways:

- learn how to ski or snowboard in a safe and controlled environment
- experience the wonder and challenges of an alpine environment
- a unique opportunity to develop life skil ls and learn values that will enrich their l ives
- experience new challenges and achievements
- They'll have the time of their l ives with their classmates and friends, and create memories 

that will last a lifetime

We will be travelling with School Snow Tours who specialise in coordinating educational snow 
tours for senior school groups to experience snow sports and learn alpine safety. Their team have 
over 15 years of combined experience and involvement with school snow trips and are committed 
to creating a safe and fun environment for students to have the best possible tour experience. 
Don't let your child miss out on this opportunity! 

Expression of interest in this program can be indicated on Student Course Selection Cards which 
will ensure information will be provided when the Ski Trip is  being offered.
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Em ploym ent  & Ent repreneur ial Oppor t unit ies

Since 2018, we  have been exploring opportunities for students to be engaged in paid work 
that would otherwise be outsourced to private enterprise or allocated to staff  within the 
school. At Wirreanda Secondary School we acknowledge that our student community have 
valuable skil ls that can be applied to enhance the services and processes that are required to 
run our growing innovative school on a day to day basis. 

In 2021 this model of student employment will continue to grow and opportunities for 
students to apply for; project work, and short and long term contracts, will be available across 
years 7-12. Students will also have the opportunity to propose their own contracts of 
employment, if  they identify a need that is not currently being met in the school. 

These opportunities support students to build f inancial l iteracies, budgeting, 
t ime-management, responsibil ity and communication skil ls through a range of interactions 
with staff  across dif ferent roles.

In addition to employment, we acknowledge that entrepreneurial skil ls and approaches are 
becoming more and more advantageous for our future graduates. Embedding entrepreneurial 
thinking across a range of learning experiences will support students to identify and respond 
to potential entrepreneurial opportunities within and beyond our school community. 

We currently have an Extended Learning Scholarship program which invites students to 
apply for f inancial support to engage in learning opportunities outside of school. This model 
will also include support for successful applicants who propose entrepreneurial projects. 

Students that are interested in pursuing either employment or entrepreneurial opportunities, 
should seek further information available from the Work Experience Off ice.

Ext ended Learning Scholarship
Extended Learning Scholarship provided f inancial support in the form of scholarships to Year 
7 to 11 students who wish to take learning courses beyond what can be offered by the school 
or current  VET provision. The Scholarship is In line with our drive for continued 
improvements in student learning, a need to increasingly encourage students to focus on 
their learning development and a wider recognition of the signif icance of self-directed 
learning. 

These scholarships are seen as a way of encouraging students to drive their efforts and 
achievements in school with the added incentive of f inancial support for learning to support 
their passion,s or career pathways.

These courses can be identif ied by the students themselves or by the school.

The Extended Learning Scholarship panel  will take into consideration students who  have 
demonstrated academic achievement or show agreed improvements or growth in academic 
performance when selecting successful applications.

Applicants must apply with  parental approval

Applications are accepted via electronic form: https:/ / forms.gle/97RC2ZgK9r9FewpDA 

For further information, please email Nick Jackson at Nick.Jackson721@schools.sa.edu.au

https://forms.gle/97RC2ZgK9r9FewpDA
mailto:Nick.Jackson721@schools.sa.edu.au
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St udent  Voice & Leadership

At Wirreanda Secondary School we are dedicated to increasing student ownership of our school 
by valuing and encouraging students to be actively involved in our community. This includes 
being a crit ical part of decision making and being supported to bring plans and ideas into action.  
Our students are encouraged to create opportunities for themselves and others, organise and 
participate in a range of extra-curricular activit ies, embrace leadership opportunities and share 
their ideas, perspectives and concerns in forums with peers, staff , parents and the wider 
community.

In recent years students have led signif icant change and engaged in a range of student led 
programs in our school including but not l imited to:

- Co-designing curriculum alongside staff
- Delivering professional development to staff
- Identifying whole school areas for improvement through the collection and analysis of 

data and developing Site Improvement goals
- Leading digital programs and init iatives
- Designing school digital platforms and programs
- Init iating , planning and running awareness activit ies, events and projects such as Wear it 

Purple Day, Bullying No Way, Walk a Mile in My Boots and others.

Students who are keen to leave a legacy, work with peers and staff  to create change, or just 
contribute to the school community in meaningful ways should indicate their interest on their 
course card or speak to one of our school captains.
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M IDDLE SCHOOL 
CURRICULUM

At Wirreanda Secondary School we identify the importance of Middle School as 
a crit ical opportunity to meet the changing needs of adolescents. Through the 
Middle School curriculum, we aim to inspire curiosity and develop ethical  
democrat ic cit izens who are increasingly self-suff icient in our ever-changing 
world. With an inquiry approach, we support students to generate interest ing 
quest ions and identify current and future-focused problems relevant  to their 
world. This will see them working both col laborat ively and independent ly to 
propose solutions both locally and globally. Our Middle School approach is 
founded on a collaborative specialist team of dedicated staff  working together 
across curriculum areas to establish engaging opportunit ies for students 
approaching ideas and concepts in the Australian Curriculum in innovative 
ways. 

In addition to traditional subject-area knowledge and skills, students joining 
the modern workforce need to be effective crit ical  thinkers, problem-solvers, 
creat ive innovators and col laborators. They need to be able to communicate 
using a variety of media and to various audiences, both familiar and unfamiliar. 
Competency in these areas will help students in future study, setting them up 
for success in their l ives as empowered cit izens. 

The National STEM School Education Strategy 2016?2026 identif ies the need 
to raise foundational skil ls with a focus on developing mathematical, scientif ic 
and technological l iteracy, whilst promoting the development of the skil ls of 
problem-solving, crit ical analysis and creative thinking. The integration of 
STEM skil ls is key to the success of innovat ion, including business and 
entrepreneurial  skil ls and skills from the humanit ies, arts and social  sciences 
to understand how and why innovation grows or fails and how individuals, 
organisations and communities respond or adapt to change. 

Our Middle School  responds to growing research that schools are not 
supporting young people to develop the skil ls for learning that are now 
essential to compete in innovative futures reliant on effective communicat ion, 
col laborat ion, crit ical  and creat ive thinking. This approach is unique because 
it brings together a specialist team of dedicated staff  working together across a 
variety of curriculum areas to establish engaging opportunities exploring key 
ideas and concepts in the Australian Curriculum in innovative ways. 
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Year 7
At Year 7, all students will experience our diverse range of specialised curriculum areas. 
We will develop understanding in English, HASS, Science and Maths while exposing 
students to The Arts, Design & Technology and Health & Physical Education provided 
through the delivery of Project Based Learning. This approach provides students with 
an enriching opportunity to experience and develop passion in areas that interest them 
allowing students to connect positively to their learning. Additionally, this will support 
students to make better-informed subject selection choices as a result of exposure to 
special ised curriculum areas.

The Year 7 model strives to build two key skills for learning; communicat ion and 
col laborat ion.  Additionally, f ive important drivers of curriculum are embedded in 
learning; student  choice, student  voice, entrepreneurship, personal isat ion and civic 
empowerment . 



Reference for Year 7 
YEAR 7 INTERDISCIPLINARY PROGRAM

Year 7 English, Maths, HASS & Science: An Integrated approach through Project Based Learning (PBL)

Year 7 The Arts (Visual Art, Media Art and Performing Arts)

Year 7 Health & Physical Education (HPE)

Year 7 Design & Technologies

YEAR 7 ENRICHMENT OPTIONS TBC

Year 
Ready To Go 20217
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Year 8
In Year 8, students continue the integration of English, HASS, Science and Maths through 
Project Based Learning. This allows students to build upon prior experience thinking 
like a mathematician, a scientist, an author, a crit ic, a historian and so on, regardless of 
what ?subject? they are in. The Year 8 model provides increased voice and choice with 
students awarded the opportunity to choose elective subjects is a key focus for Year 8. 

This model strives to build two key skills for learning at Year 8; Crit ical  and Creat ive 
Thinking. At Year 8 we continue to focus on the f ive drivers of curriculum introduced at 
Year 7; student  choice, student  voice, entrepreneurship, personal isat ion and civic 
empowerment. Skills for learning and drivers of curriculum are embedded in learning 
opportunities created through both projects in PBL and courses across curriculum areas. 
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Reference for Year 8 Subjects
YEAR 8 COURSE OPTIONS PAGE

PBL: An Integrated approach incorporating English, Maths, HASS & Science

Year 8 Art 35

Year 8 Music 36

Year 8 Music (full year) 36

Year 8 Drama 37

Year 8 Health & Physical Education (HPE) 43

Year 8 Specialist Sports Course (SSC) 45

Year 8 Spanish 46

Year 8 Auslan 47

Year 8 Food & Textiles 50

Year 8 Fabrication & Digital Technology 50

Cri t ical  Think ers
Problem Solvers



M
id

d
le

 S
ch

oo
l 

A
p

p
ro

a
ch

 

18 Back to Contents Page

Year 9
In Year 9, students are empowered to make an even greater number of informed decisions 
regarding their learning sequence at Wirreanda Secondary School. Year 9 students 
continue to experience specialised curriculum areas embedding models of student choice. 
This includes interdisciplinary models across Science, Maths and Humanities and Social 
Sciences (HASS). Year 9 students have increasing options to choose specialised subjects in 
English, Humanities and Social Sciences (HASS) and in elective subjects. 

This model strives to consolidate all four skil ls for learning; Communication, 
Collaboration, Crit ical and Creative Thinking. Similarly, Year 9 students continue to focus 
on the f ive drivers of curriculum introduced previously; student choice, student voice, 
entrepreneurship, personalisation and civic empowerment. Skills for learning and drivers 
of curriculum are common threads connecting learning opportunities created through 
projects in PBL and specialised curriculum areas. 

We encourage all students to become actively involved in our school communities by 
participating in any of the additional opportunities offered at Wirreanda Secondary 
School. These range from participating in school events, engaging in a range of 
extra-curricular programs on Wednesday lunchtimes, representing the school at sporting 
events and becoming a member of our whole school and house Leadership teams.
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Reference for Year 9 Subjects

YEAR 9 COURSE OPTIONS PAGE

Year 9 English 21 - 23

Year 9 Inquiry Centred Studies (Maths and Science) 25 - 27

Year 9 HASS 29 - 33

Year 9 Art 38

Year 9 Digital Media Art 38

Year 9 Music  (full year) 39

Year 9 Drama 40

Year 9 Media for the New World 40

Year 9 Health & Physical Education 44

Year 9 Physical Education & Sport 44

Year 9 Specialist Sports Course (SSC) 45

Year 9 Serious Spanish 47

Year 9 Fabrication & Digital Technology 51

Year 9 Need for Speed* 51

Year 9 Something Tasty 52

Year 9 Street Food* 52

Year 9 Cover the Community 53

Year 9 Digital Leaders* 53



Year  9 English Sem est er  Opt ions
At Year 9 students can design their own English pathway with options in each semester 
addressing the same Australian Curriculum Standards, just in different ways. This is designed to 
support students to choose their preferred paths or passions and allow them to express 
themselves and explore texts that have more meaning to them. Students MUST choose two 
options for the year.
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Email: Br iony.Steele317@schools.sa.edu.au
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Recommended understanding/exper ience: Nil

Durat ion of  course: 1 Semester

Course Overview:

Essential Question/Big Idea What is the dif ference between ?real news? and ?fake news??

Key /  Guiding Quest ions:

1. What is the most effective way to share information within the school community?
2. How has the media, and the way people think about the media, changed over time?
3. How do I know if  I can trust what I see in the media?

News for students, by students.  What does this look like you might ask?  Youtube channel, 
school newsletter, regular publication, social media campaigns, # movements, visual displays, 
roving reporters, workshops,  student radio?  the possibil it ies are endless. 

This course will provide a chance for you to share information with your peers and the 
community about the things that are important to them, in a way that is relevant to them.  Cycle 
through a range of roles including reporter, photographer, editor, publisher, and writer. As a 
class we will be responsible for reporting about events and celebrate successes within our 
school and local community as we aim to create real and relevant news.

#WSSNews
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Recommended understanding/exper ience: Nil

Durat ion of  course: 1 Semester

Course Overview:

Essential Question/Big Idea Are there universal experiences? 

Key /  Guiding Quest ions:

1. To what extent is l iterature effective in combating social issues? 
2. What common identit ies and experiences are explored throughout l iterature? 

Literature has proven to be one of the best ways to understand and combat issues that shape 
our world, whether it be age, gender, ethnicity or human rights. In this course students will 
explore a variety of text types, including poetry, narrative, f ilm and social media, as they 
develop an understanding of and seek to emotionally connect audiences.

In this course, you will examine concepts and authors that unite our common human 
experiences, using diverse examples from communities around the world.

Everybody has a St ory

Recommended understanding/exper ience: Nil

Durat ion of  course: 1 Semester

Course Overview:

Essential Question/Big Idea How can we advocate to make a real dif ference for a 
sustainable future?

Key /  Guiding Quest ions:

1. How does social justice contribute to a sustainable system to support all l ife on Earth?
2. How can we persuade others to take action for a sustainable future?

The world is a massive place. You are one person. As a class, we are a group of 25 people; with 
our families we represent over 100 people...  What can we do and advocate to make a real 
dif ference to the ongoing capacity of Earth to maintain life for a sustainable future?

In this unit we will develop and share knowledge about systems and world views that promote 
environmental awareness, by  exploring a range of texts relating to sustainability. We will 
develop the understanding and skills necessary to act responsibly and will create texts to foster 
passion in our community to take action for sustainable futures.

The Fut ure is in Our  Hands
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Recommended understanding/exper ience: Nil

Durat ion of  course: 1 Semester

Course Overview:

Essential Question/Big Idea How can Indigenous learning practices help me understand 
ideas from dif ferent viewpoints?

Key /  Guiding Quest ions:

1. How can we communicate our interpretation of a text? 
2. What can we learn from the past and present? 
3. How are language features util ised for effect? 

Indigenous cultures are traditionally built upon storytell ing from generation to generation over 
thousands of years - a practice that is stil l signif icant today. Come along to this course to 
experience some of the f irst stories of our history, as well as some newer stories, f ilms and song 
texts created by Indigenous actors and authors, and learn how  language features have been 
used for effect. 

There is a strong focus on examining the themes of youth culture, contemporary Indigenous 
Australia, community and self , through the Eight Ways of Learning - teaching ideas and concepts 
using indigenous learning practices.

My Mob. Your  Mob

Recommended understanding/exper ience: Nil

Durat ion of  course:  1 Semester

Course Overview:

Essential Question/Big Idea How can studying texts from other cultures help me f ind my 
place in the world?

Key /  Guiding Quest ions:

1. How do my own experiences of Asia affect my interpretation of Asian texts?
2. How are values, culture and views of the world presented in texts from dif ferent places?

Asia is the most populous region in the world, being home to two-thirds of the world?s people. 
Some of the world?s most dynamic, varied and complex societies are in the Asia region. But how 
much do you really know about Asia? 

During this semester, we will celebrate the diversity within and between the cultures, societies, 
traditions and countries of the Asia region by considering a range of f ictional and non-f iction 
texts. We will also explore texts about Asia, as well as exploring stories by Australian people of 
Asian decent. 

St or ies of  Asian Wor lds
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Mathematics provides students with essential numeracy skills and knowledge in Number and 
Algebra, Measurement and Geometry, and Statistics and Probability. It develops the  capabilities 
that students need for work and civic life, and provides the fundamentals on which mathematical 
specialties and professional applications of mathematics are founded.

M A THEM A TICS
KEY CONTACT: Er ic Drew

Email: Er ic.Drew4775@schools.sa.edu.au

KEY CONTACT: Er ic Drew

Email: Er ic.Drew4775@schools.sa.edu.au
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Year  9 & 10 Inquiry Cent red St udies
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Recommended understanding/exper ience: Nil

Durat ion of  course: 8 Semesters

Course Overview:

Essential Question/Big Idea Why and how - the study of the world around us and within us

Key /  Guiding Quest ions:

How do mathematical models help us see into the past and predict the future?

Are we the only sign of l ife in our solar system and is there life in outer space?

What does it mean to be human?

How do theories evolve over time and can we actually prove anything?

Students learn through term-long studies based on an essential question or wicked problem. 
Inquiry Centred Studies replaces what was known as Mathematics and Science, and provides 
opportunities for students to inquire, problem solve, and connect ideas across disciplines.

Through an Inquiry Based approach, students will discover their own meaning, develop their 
own understanding of mathematical and scientif ic concepts, and drive their own learning.

This subject is a two-year course beginning in Year 9 and continuing into Year 10.



26

Science provides opportunities for students to develop an understanding of important concepts and 
strategies used to improve scientific knowledge. Exploring science?s contribution to our culture and 
society, and its applications in our lives. is essential to being citizens of our world. The curriculum 
supports students to develop the scientific knowledge, understandings and skills to make informed 
decisions about local and global issues and to pursue science-related careers.

SCIENCES
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KEY CONTACT: Eric Drew

Email: Eric.Drew477@schools.sa.edu.au
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Year  9 & 10 Inquiry Cent red St udies
Recommended understanding/exper ience: Nil

Durat ion of  course: 8 Semesters

Course Overview:

Essential Question/Big Idea Why and how - the study of the world around us and within us

Key /  Guiding Quest ions:

How do mathematical models help us see into the past and predict the future?

Are we the only sign of l ife in our solar system and is there life in outer space?

What does it mean to be human?

How do theories evolve over time and can we actually prove anything?

Students learn through term-long studies based on an essential question or wicked problem. 
Inquiry Centred Studies replaces what was known as Mathematics and Science, and provides 
opportunities for students to inquire, problem solve, and connect ideas across disciplines.

Through an Inquiry Based approach, students will discover their own meaning, develop their 
own understanding of mathematical and scientif ic concepts, and drive their own learning.

This subject is a two-year course beginning in Year 9 and continuing into Year 10.
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Through studying humanities and social sciences (HASS), students develop skills to question, think 
critically, solve problems, communicate effectively, make decisions and adapt to change. 
Considering and responding to issues requires an understanding of the important historical, 
geographical, political, economic and social factors, and how they interrelate. For this reason,  
HASS courses use an interdisplinary approach to connect concepts and ideas across subject areas.

HA SS - Humani ties & Social  Sciences

KEY CONTACT: Stacey Bart let t

Email: Stacey.Bart let t 944@schools.sa.edu.au
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HA SS - Humani ties & Social  Sciences

Essential Question/Big Idea How do the choices and decisions of people and groups 
create repetit ive cycles through time?

Key /  Guiding Quest ions:

1. Are people?s experiences similar throughout dif ferent periods of t ime?
2. How have developments throughout history affected the future?
3. Is history cyclic? 
4. How do we know?

?Does history repeat itself?? is a course exploring how changes and developments occur across 
time to ult imately determine if  we can identify patterns throughout the past and/or present. This 
could include the exploration of topics such as war, technology/ invention, law, fashion, music, 
human rights, environmental destruction or inf luential people/groups. You will explore how 
experiences vary for individuals and groups across both time and location. But how will these 
developments affect our future?

In this course, students will demonstrate understanding of the past, present and future through 
use of primary and secondary sources via analysis, research and referencing.
 

Recommended understanding/exper ience:  Nil

Durat ion of  course: 1 Semester

Course Overview:

Year  9 Modern Day Marvels

Essential Question/Big Idea What can superheroes teach us?

Key /  Guiding Quest ions:

1. Are superheroes the modern equivalent of the heroic myths and legends of historical 
societies?

2. What is the relationship between superheroes and popular culture?
3. What is the superhero story template? Is there only one?
4. What can superheroes teach us about being a good cit izen?

Iron Man, Captain America, Captain Marvel, the Hulk, Spiderman?  Superheroes are household 
names these days. But the superheroes that entertain us have a complicated history and a lot to 
teach. Are superheroes really modern versions of the heroic myths and legends of ancient 
cultures? What messages do they have, and how can we learn about history from their stories?

This course will explore the mythic history of the superhero story and the Golden Age of comic 
books that brought us the superheroes we know and love. It will focus, however, on the Marvel 
Cinematic Universe (MCU)and the DC Extended Universe (DCEU). We will use f ilms from the MCU 
and the DCEU to investigate the historical periods that they engage with, l ike World War I, The 
Cuban Missile Crisis and World War II. In the end, you will choose your own superhero f ilm and 
explore its historical themes using sources from the time.

 

Recommended understanding/exper ience:  Nil

Durat ion of  course: 1 Semester

Course Overview:
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Year  9 Great  Conf l ict s

Essential Question/Big Idea How does war shape the world?

Key /  Guiding Quest ions:

1. How and why do wars start?
2. What are the consequences of great conflicts?
3. How does war continue to shape modern society?

Whether we like it or not, war shapes the world. Wars and conflicts decide the boundaries 
of countries, move populations around the world, def ine polit ical debates, decide who has 
the most power and generally affect our societies.  Understanding the Great Conflicts of 
the past helps us understand our present and make sense of our future.

Great Conflicts is a course exploring the power of War. Learn about how both Great and 
Small Wars have impacted our global community and how wars shape our path into the 
future. You will explore a range of wars including WWI & WWII, wars that lead to 
revolution and wars that changed the polit ical and technological world, sometimes for the 
worse and sometimes for the better.

Recommended understanding/exper ience:  Nil

Durat ion of  course: 1 Semester

Course Overview:
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Year  9 Inf in it e!...Or  is it ?

Essential Question/Big Idea

Key /  Guiding Quest ions:

1. How do people, their l ifestyle and cultural choices impact places? 
2. What makes a place unique? 
3. How can we protect the future of places? 

Recommended understanding/exper ience:  Nil

Durat ion of  course: 1 Semester

Course Overview:

Inf inite or is it? This is a course exploring the effects of 
people, their travel, l ifestyle, recreation and cultural 
choices on places. Ultimately, we will investigate how 
sustainable these habits are and their implications for the 
future of dif ferent communities and cultural groups from 
around the world. We will explore physical environments, 
unique cultures and indigenous worldviews to gain 
empathy and understanding before developing strategies 
to manage and protect these unique places with a focus 
on sustainable tourism practices and food security. 

Year  9 A Wor ld of  
Oppor t unit ies

Essential Question/Big Idea What does it take to 
make the perfect world?

Key /  Guiding Quest ions:

1. How close are we to a dystopian future?
2. What do people need to live in peace and prosperity?
3. How do we cope with natural and man-made changes to our planet?

As humans, are we the disease of the planet or are we the cure? In this course, you will explore a 
range of issues and challenges that humans and our planet face now and in the future. These 
include the divide between the rich and poor, homelessness, poverty, famine, population, 
migration, health and disease, and sustainability. You will also explore ethical dilemmas such as 
designer babies, genetic modif ication, and technological advances. So what?s next? How can you 
be the cure rather than the disease? 

Recommended understanding/exper ience:  Nil

Durat ion of  course: 1 Semester

Course Overview:

Can it last forever?
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Year  9 Sick  Cit ies

Essential Question/Big Idea How does where you live affect how you live?

Key /  Guiding Quest ions:

1. Can cit ies impact your health?
2. Can we be healthy and happy in cit ies? 
3. Does planning and design matter?
4. Shaping cit ies for health: What next?
5. What are some alternatives that work?

Almost 70%  of the world?s population live in urban areas. But not all cit ies are alike. This 
course will ult imately explore the essential question: How does where you live affect 
how we live? In this course, we will explore the dif ferent aspects of health and 
wellbeing across time and continents, and how urban design, sustainability and a city?s 
geography can impact how healthy we are.

Your challenge will be to design the newest urban development boasting the tit le of 
?The Healthiest City?. This will require you to design and create your own cityscape using 
a range of design and technology techniques.

Recommended understanding/exper ience:  Nil

Durat ion of  course: 1 Semester

Course Overview:



Year  9 Concept  t o CA$H

Essential Question/Big Idea How might we take an idea to market?

Key /  Guiding Quest ions:

1. Where do innovators and business owners get their inspiration? 
2. What is an entrepreneur?
3. Do all businesses start with a why?

Did you know that the idea for UBER came from Adelaide?

Gold Coast entrepreneurs Nik Mirkovic and Alex Tomic were only 21 and 22, when they invested 
$20,000 of their own money into launching teeth whitening company HiSmile in 2015. Through 
a heavy focus on social media and inf luencer marketing, HiSmile became a global brand with 
over $40M in sales by 2018!

Entrepreneurs come from all walks of l ife, all it takes is a bright idea and the drive to make it 
happen! Concept to CA$H will take you on a journey to explore how entrepreneurs generate 
business ideas as well as needs that are not being met. This could be a service or a product. 
Concept to CA$H will provide you with the skil ls and mentoring to develop and bring your ideas 
to life. Where possible, opportunities will include working with industry professionals, pitching 
your idea and, just maybe, gaining real-world f inancial investment!

Recommended understanding/exper ience:  Nil

Durat ion of  course: 1 Semester

Course Overview:
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The Arts have the ability to inspire and enrich learning, developing imagination and 
encouraging creativity and expression. The Arts subjects in the Australian Curriculum taught at 
Wirreanda Secondary School are Dance, Drama, Music, and Visual Arts. Together they provide 
opportunities for students to learn how to create, design, represent, communicate and share 
their ideas, emotions, observations and experiences.

THE A RTS
KEY CONTACT: Noeleen Curran

Email: Noeleen.Curran273@schools.sa.edu.au
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Year  8 Ar t

Essential Question/Big Idea

Key /  Guiding Quest ions:

1. What are the ?Elements of Art? and how do artists use them to create works of art?
2. How can dif ferent materials and techniques be used to create works of art?
3. How can I better understand artworks that I see and view?

In this course students will learn about the ?Elements of Art (l ine, shape, form, colour, texture, 
tone and space) and how they are used to create works of art. Students will be able to apply the 
elements of art in their own practical works of art. Students will experiment with a range of 
dif ferent artistic materials, styles and techniques to develop skills they can apply in their art 
works. Topics may include drawing. painting, printmaking, sculpture, collage and digital imaging. 
Students will explore the work of selected artists, and apply their knowledge and understanding 
in their own practical work.

Recommended understanding/exper ience:  Nil

Durat ion of  course: 1 Semester

Course Overview:

What is Art made of?
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Year  8 Music

Year  8 Specialist  Music (Full Year )

Essential Question/Big Idea

Key /  Guiding Quest ions:

1. Which musical skil ls would I l ike to achieve by the end of the course?
2. How will I know that I am making progress?
3. What opportunities will I have to extend my learning ?

This course is designed to give students an introduction to music. No prior experience is required. 
The course is focussed on practical and will give students a hands on musical experience. 
Students will learn how to play basic pieces on the guitar and keyboard and rock beats on the 
drum kit. Students will learn about all of the instruments of the orchestra and how to read music 
using treble and bass clef notation.
Students may also choose to enrol in free instrumental/ vocal tuit ion, but this is not a requirement 
of this course.  Free tuit ion   (in small groups) provided by the DECD Instrumental Music Service is 
available at Wirreanda in the following areas: Vocal, Drum Kit, Guitar, Bass, Flute, Clarinet & 
Saxophone.

Recommended understanding/exper ience:  Nil

Durat ion of  course: 1 Semester

Course Overview:

Music - Exploring the Options

Essential Question/Big Idea

Key /  Guiding Quest ions:

1. Which instrument/ voice would I l ike to focus on?
2. How will I know that I am making progress throughout the year?
3. What opportunities will I have to share my musical skil ls with family and friends?
4. What opportunities will I have to extend my learning and challenge myself?

This course is designed for students who have a strong interest in music and wish to develop 
their musical potential. No prior experience or ability is required, just a strong desire to learn an 
instrument or voice! The course is a practical based course and will give students a hands on 
opportunity to develop diverse musical skil ls. Init ially, students will learn how to play pieces on 
the keyboard, guitar/bass and rock beats on the drum kit. They will also learn how to read music 
using treble and bass clef notation. In addition, students will learn how to play together as a band 
and develop performance skills.  It is recommended that students who choose Full Year Music 
enrol in one of the free tuit ion options available at Wirreanda so that they can start (or continue 
from Primary School) to learn an instrument/ voice of their own choice.

Recommended understanding/exper ience:  Nil

Durat ion of  course: 2 Semesters

Course Overview:

My Musical Potential
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Year  8 Dram a

Essential Question/Big Idea

Key /  Guiding Quest ions:

1. What are the elements of Drama?
2. How does improvisation help to develop characters for the stage?
3. How can I work with others effectively?
4. How can I contribute positively in class, taking creative risks and growing in confidence?

In this semester course, students will be involved in the learning of physical theatre,  origins of 
theatre, theatre terms, styles, elements and conventions. They learn to work co-operatively, 
collaboratively and constructively in an ensemble and as a member of an audience.   Students 
learn to contribute positively in class and take creative risks, grow in confidence and develop 
new skills through   improvisation, dance-drama, group work, tableaux work, mime, character 
work, theatre games, stage blocking and   page to stage processes. They take part in short 
performances and attend live theatre performances responding to what they have seen in 
discussion and writ ing through their Drama Process Journal demonstrating satisfactory 
evaluation, ref lection and analysis.

Recommended understanding/exper ience:  Nil

Durat ion of  course: 1 Semester

Course Overview:

Got a story to tell?
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Year  9 Digit al Ar t *

Essential Question/Big Idea

Key /  Guiding Quest ions:

1. How has the emergence of digital technologies changed the way that artists and designers 
create and display their work?

2. How can digital technologies be used to effectively plan, ref ine, create and present our 
own works of art?

3. How can traditional techniques and digital technologies be used together?
4. What role do art and design play in enhancing the experience f ilm, television and video 

games?

In this course students will explore the role of digital technologies in art and design, including 
the impact of digital technologies on the way that artists and designers plan, create and display 
their works. Students will explore the work of selected artists and designers and develop skills 
using programs such as Adobe Photoshop and Il lustrator to plan and create resolved, original 
works of art and design.

Recommended understanding/exper ience:  Nil

Durat ion of  course: 1 Semester

Course Overview:

Art in a digital world

Year  9 Ar t

Essential Question/Big Idea

Key /  Guiding Quest ions:

1. How can dif ferent materials and techniques be used and manipulated to create works of 
art?

2. What are the elements and principles of art, and how can they be applied to create 
original works of art?

3. How does art shape and form personal identity?

Artist Henri Matisse once said that ?creativity takes courage?. In this course students will explore 
and experiment with a range of dif ferent artistic materials, styles and techniques to develop 
skills they can apply in their art works. Topics may include drawing, painting, printmaking, 
sculpture, collage and digital imaging. Students will be able to manipulate  the elements of art 
and effectively apply practical skil ls with selected materials and techniques to create works of 
art. Students will explore the work of selected artists, and apply their knowledge and 
understanding in their own practical work.

Recommended understanding/exper ience:  Nil

Durat ion of  course: 1 Semester

Course Overview:

Creativity Takes Courage



Back to Contents Page

T
H

E
 A

R
T

S

Year  9 Music (Full Year )

Essential Question/Big Idea My Musical Journey 

Key /  Guiding Quest ions:

1. Which instrument/ voice will I choose to learn and how will I know that I am making 
progress throughout the year?

2. What opportunities will I have to compose and share my learning with others? 
3. Which piece of music would I l ike to have learned how to play/ sing by the end of the year?

Special Consideration:

In order to study Yr 9 Music as a subject, students undertake instrumental/ vocal tuit ion. This can 
be outside of school or at school. The focus of the course is about gaining prof iciency on either 
the voice or a musical instrument of the student?s choice.  In order to study music at Yr 12, it is 
assumed that students have studied their voice/ instrument for a minimum of 3 years.

Free tuit ion  (in small groups) provided by the DECD Instrumental Music Service is available at 
Wirreanda in the following areas: Vocal, Drum Kit, Guitar, Bass, Flute, Clarinet & Saxophone. 

Practical: Students choose an instrument/ voice to study with a specialist instrumental/ vocal 
tutor. They attend their instrumental/ vocal lesson each week.Through these lessons, students 
develop the skil ls to be able to perform solo pieces on their chosen instrument/ voice. Students 
practise regularly at home in order to gain prof iciency.Students also participate in class 
ensemble, group and personal projects and play together as a band.  

 Theory/Aural/Composition & Technology/Music Appreciation : Students learn how to read, write 
and analyse music. Students start to learn how to compose their own music and produce their 
own musical scores util ising Sibeleus 7,  for a range of instruments and ensembles. Through 
Music Appreciation components, students gain an awareness of the history of music and music 
from a range of cultures, including the music of Indigenous Australians. 

Recommended understanding/exper ience:  It is expected that students who choose this 
course have a strong interest in developing musical skills on the instrument/voice of their 
choice. 

Durat ion of  course: 2 Semesters

Course Overview:
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Year  9 Media for  t he New Wor ld*

Essential Question/Big Idea How can I effectively express myself  through f ilm, sound and 
media?

Key /  Guiding Quest ions:

1. How can we engage the community through f ilm and media to voice informed ideas?
2. How can you keep personal information private when creating online, original content?
3. How are f ilm content and techniques used on youtube dif ferent to other f ilm-based 

media?
4. What makes a professional Youtuber or f ilmmaker successful?

Many students say they want to be a Youtuber when they grow up. Why wait? In this class, you 
will learn the basics of quality f ilmmaking, music and sound production, along with the strategies 
of visual marketing to be a successful entrepreneur - NOW! Not ready to go online? You can stil l 
develop a range of media skil ls to become the next greatest f ilmmaker, sound producer, media 
marketer - anything! If  you already have a vision for a f ilm, vlog or channel, you?ll have the 
opportunity of turning it into reality!

Recommended understanding/exper ience:  Students taking this course should have a 
strong idea about potential f ilms or vlog channels they would be interested in making. 

Durat ion of  course: 1 Semester

Course Overview:

Year  9 Dram a

Essential Question/Big Idea Get presenting!

Key /  Guiding Quest ions:

1. How can I develop my skills in dramatic action and performance?
2. How can I convey emotions through the characters I perform or write about in script 

writ ing?
3. How can drama and performance help me to better understand myself  and the world 

around me?

In this course students are introduced to scriptwrit ing for performance and aspects of acting, 
stagecraft, design and theatre technology. They attend live performances and  study a range of 
genres and forms of theatre to create, develop and sustain character in improvisations and 
scripted performances to an audience.   Students are   required to maintain a Drama Process 
Journal demonstrating evaluation and ref lection, undertake written assignments and theatre 
reviews.

Recommended understanding/exper ience:  Nil  

Durat ion of  course: 1 Semester

Course Overview:
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In Health and Physical Education, students develop the knowledge, understanding and skills to 
build healthy lifestyles and manage positive relationships. Through the Health and Physical 
Education curriculum here at Wirreanda Secondary School we hope to support students to be 
resilient, and take actions to promote their health and participate in physical activity. 

HPE - Heal th & Physical  Education

KEY CONTACT: Naomi Gash

Email: Naomi.Gash690@schools.sa.edu.au



Year  8 Healt h and Physical Educat ion
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HPE - Heal th & Physical  Education

Year  8 Specialist  Spor t s Course

Essential Question/Big Idea What are the skil ls and strategies for long term positive 
health outcomes?

Key /  Guiding Quest ions:

1. How can I be a respectful and successful team member?
2. What skil ls can I develop to enhance my personal health and f itness?
3. How can I solve problems in game and real l ife situations?
4. Why are positive relationships key to our long term health?

During the Year 8 HPE course, students will move and learn in a variety of team and individual 
sport and recreational contexts. Through a combination of in classroom and practical sessions, 
students focus on key relational, team and fair play situations and work together to solve 
problems presented.

The development of long term health and f itness strategies as well as sexual health and positive 
relationships is  also a focus throughout the year 8 program.

Health and Physical Education (HPE)  is a compulsory subject at Year 8. 

Durat ion of  course: 1 Semester

Course Overview:

Essential Question/Big Idea How can I reach my sporting goals?

Key /  Guiding Quest ions:

1. Can you move? Where are your mental and physical strengths and weaknesses?
2. Does your current athletic ability allow you to play sport to your potential?
3. Can you transfer your skil ls between sports - where is your long term sporting focus?
4. What are nutrit ional and psychological methods for optimal long-term performance?

The SSC program is continually developed and revised  to give students every opportunity to 
reach their sporting and athletic potential through:

- Developing an emphasis on athletic/movement capability.
- Developing an emphasis on health and longevity in sport - Sleep, nutrit ion, recovery etc.
- Fostering a growth mindset - Through failure we learn and ?I?m not good enough?... Yet. 
- Providing opportunities/ challenges in sport - specialist coaching, sports and athletic 

teams and sports trips.
- Develop an understanding of the impact of mental toughness/grit (sport psychology).
- Creating a broad and varied skil l set through a range of dif ferent sports and activit ies.

Record, analyse and ref lect on growth through the use of online software and GPS/HR recording.
The 3 year SSC program is also the best  pathway to academic study at stage 1 & 2 PE and 
towards tertiary studies in sport, science and education.

This course is a special entry program and requires applicants to compete in a selection process.

Durat ion of  course: 2 Semesters

Course Overview:
Subject  Fee: $115.00
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Year  9 Healt h and Physical Educat ion

Year  9 Physical Educat ion & Spor t

Essential Question/Big Idea Competit ive team and individual sport and skill development

Key /  Guiding Quest ions:

1. Can you transfer your skil ls and develop game sense in all sports?
2. Can you develop strategy to win in a range of team and individual sports?
3. What is your body doing when you train and play sport?
4. How can we problem solve game based situations?

If practical team and individual sport is one of your passions and you want to move into senior 
school PE, then this course is for you.

During the semester you will cover a range of topics including - 

- Badminton/Tennis
- Touch/Flag Football/Handball
- Football/Soccer/Gaelic
- Personal strength and conditioning
- Fitness components and sources of energy

Recommended understanding/exper ience: Nil

Durat ion of  course: 1 Semester

Course Overview:

Essential Question/Big Idea Will you enhance your own and others health, safety and 
wellbeing?

Key /  Guiding Quest ions:

1. Can you transfer your skil ls and develop game sense in varied sports?
2. Can you develop strategy and analyse movement to improve outcomes?
3. Why is leadership important in team and group activit ies?
4. What the affects of poor relationships on health outcomes?

Through participation in a range of health, f itness, sport and recreational activit ies, students will 
develop, analyse and apply concepts around team work, leadership, fair play and cooperation. 
They will work towards developing a strong sense of  identity and understand the inf luence they 
can have on their own and others? long term health outcomes by developing strong decision 
making skills.

Health and Physical Education (HPE)  is a compulsory subject at Year 9.

Durat ion of  course: 1 Semester

Course Overview:
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Year  9 Specialist  Spor t s Course

Essential Question/Big Idea Are you performing at your optimal level?

Key /  Guiding Quest ions:

1. Are you strong enough for your sport?
2. Can you move like you need to,  to avoid injury, to improve performance and easily 

overcome physical challenges?
3. Can you analyse and ref lect on your weaknesses and identify areas to focus on?
4. How does my mindset affect my performance in a range of sporting and pressure 

situations?

The SSC program is continually developed and revised  to give students every opportunity to 
reach their sporting and athletic potential through:

- Further development in athletic/movement capability, strength and conditioning.
- Developing an emphasis on health and longevity in sport - Sleep, nutrit ion, recovery etc.
- Fostering a growth mindset - Through failure we learn and ?I?m not good enough?... Yet. 
- Providing opportunities/ challenges in sport - specialist coaching, sports and athletic 

teams, sporting trips.
- Applying  an understanding of the impact of mental toughness/grit (sport psychology).
- Enhancing your skil l set through a range of dif ferent sports and activit ies.
- Recording, analysing and ref lecting on growth through the use of online software and 

GPS/HR recording.

The 3 year SSC program is also the best  pathway to academic study at stage 1 & 2 PE and 
towards tertiary studies in sport, science and education.

This course is a special entry program and requires applicants to compete in a selection process.

Durat ion of  course: 2 Semesters

Course Overview:
Subject  Fee: $115.00
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SPA NISH & A USLA N
KEY CONTACT: Br iony Steele

Email: Br iony.Steele317@schools.sa.edu.au

Learning a language broadens students? horizons in relation to developing their personal, social, 
cultural and employment opportunities.  Our Spanish and Auslan program extends students 
capability to communicate and develops intercultural understandings including increasing 
respect for diversity and difference. Through languages, students develop an openness to 
different experiences and perspectives whilst growing an understanding of how culture shapes 
world views. 

Year  8  Int roduct ion t o Spanish 

Essential Question/Big Idea

Key /  Guiding Quest ions:

1. How important is intercultural understanding when learning another language?
2. What are the essential skil ls to make myself  understood in Spanish?
3. Where is Spanish spoken and why?

Year 8 Spanish is an introduction to this beautiful language and its place in the world. The topics 
covered are: About Me, In the Classroom, Hobbies, and My Family.

We also look at the Spanish-speaking world and its inf luence on our language and culture.  
Blended learning resources give you the opportunity to work at your own pace. You can expect to 
be able to communicate basic information about yourself , both verbally and in writ ing, and have 
an understanding of the place of Spanish in the world, by the end of the semester.

Recommended understanding/exper ience: Nil

Durat ion of  course: 1 Semester

Course Overview:

Why does effective communication involve much more than 
just words?



SPA NISH & A USLA N Year  9  Español...en ser io (Ser ious Spanish)

Essential Question/Big Idea

Key /  Guiding Quest ions:

1. What do I want to do with my Spanish?
2. Which resources will best support me to become an independent learner?
3. Which language skills are my strength?

You may have had a litt le taste of Spanish, or be a complete beginner. Either way, this subject is 
for those who are serious about learning Spanish.

We will work hard, and have some fun, and hopefully get that amazing feeling that comes from 
developing skills to a high level. Independent learning ability and will ingness to go above and 
beyond classroom activit ies are a must.

Te prometo  ¡vale la pena! (I promise you, it?s worth the effort!)

Recommended understanding/exper ience: No prior knowledge or experience is required, but 
completion of Year 8 Spanish is beneficial

Durat ion of  course: 1 Semester

Course Overview:

How can I maximise my language learning experience?
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Year  8  Int roduct ion t o L2 Auslan (Second Language for  Hear ing st udent s) 

Essential Question/Big Idea

Key /  Guiding Quest ions:

1. How important is intercultural understanding when learning another language?
2. What are the essential skil ls to understand and be understood in Auslan?
3. How has Auslan evolved and developed through dif ferent periods of inf luence and 

cultural and societal change?

Year 8 Auslan is an introduction to a language that gives voice to so many - a language that 
through modern channels of media has 

Students will interact using Auslan in classroom routines and communicative tasks. They use 
Auslan to compare and contrast, sign instructions, problem-solve, make announcements, 
persuade, and recount experiences in increasing detail. They are able to express their feelings 
and emotions creatively in Auslan.

Students will understand historical and contemporary factors that impact on awareness, support 
and use of Auslan and its vitality in contemporary Australia, comparing it with that of other 
signed languages around the world

Recommended understanding/exper ience: Nil

Durat ion of  course: 1 Semester

Course Overview:

Why does effective communication involve much more than 
just words?

Hola!
 ! 
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At Wirreanda Secondary School we ensure that all students benefit from learning about and 
working with traditional, contemporary and emerging technologies.  The Design & Technology 
learning area encourages students to apply their understanding and practical skills in using 
technologies and other resources to create innovative solutions, collaboratively and 
independently. Through a design process, students become problem solvers and utilise 
creativity to develop solutions to broad and everyday challenges.

DESIGN & TECHNOLOGY
KEY CONTACT: Geof f  Evans

Email: Geof f .Evans541@schools.sa.edu.au
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Year  8 Food & Text i les

Year  8 Fabr icat ion & Digit al Technology

Essential Question/Big Idea

Key /  Guiding Quest ions:

1. Does food preparation techniques inf luence food presentation and what we eat?
2. How can food be designed for healthy eating solutions?
3. How are f ibres produced; do they impact our environment?
4. How do dif ferent f ibres, inf luence our design solutions?

Across a semester, students unpack design briefs and use creative skil ls to create and make 
products using a range of food and f ibres. Students will be exposed to correct food techniques 
and sewing skills through a range of tasks. Experience masterclasses for skil l development and 
then use them in your own practical design solutions.

Recommended understanding/exper ience: Nil

Durat ion of  course: 1 Semester

Course Overview:

How can you use food and f ibre in the world?

Essential Question/Big Idea

Key /  Guiding Quest ions:

1. How do I use a design process to develop my ideas?
2. What digital and manual technologies can be used to create products?
3. How do I correctly and safely select, join, shape and f inish a range of materials?
4. How can I show the world what I have produced?

Have you ever had an idea for a brand new product that would improve your life? Or have you 
looked at an existing product and thought ?I?ve got an idea that would make this even better!? In 
this course you will learn how to use a process of Designing for Purpose to turn your ideas into 
reality. You will then be shown how to work safely in a practical environment, using a range of 
tools and machines to produce your designs in Wood and Plastics. You will also be given the 
opportunity to use Digital Technologies to design and create your ideas, using the Laser Cutter 
and 3D printer to produce your products. Your skil ls in the use of Photo imaging tools (Camera 
and Photoshop) will be developed throughout the course, so that you can show the world what 
you have produced.

Recommended understanding/exper ience: Nil

Durat ion of  course: 1 Semester

Course Overview:

How can I turn my product ideas into reality?
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Year  9 Fabr icat ion and Digit al Technology

Essential Question/Big Idea

Key /  Guiding Quest ions:

1. How do I use a design process to develop my ideas?
2. What digital and manual technologies can be used to create products?
3. How do I correctly and safely select, join, shape and f inish a range of materials?
4. How can I show the world what I have produced?

Have you ever had an idea for a brand new product that would improve your life? Or have you 
looked at an existing product and thought ?I?ve got an idea that would make this even better!? This 
course will give you skills to help make your ideas reality, by further developing the Designing 
and Producing skills you learned in Year 8, and applying them in more complex methods. While 
continuing to progress your knowledge and expertise in the use of Wood and Digital 
Technologies for product creation, you will also be introduced to Metal as an additional material 
option, gaining exposure to the techniques required for it to be used effectively. You will further 
your skil ls in the use of Photo imaging tools (Camera and Photoshop) throughout the course, so 
that you can show the world what you have produced.

Recommended understanding/exper ience: Nil

Durat ion of  course: 1 Semester

Course Overview:

How can I turn my product ideas into reality?

Year  9 Need for  Speed*  

Essential Question/Big Idea

Key /  Guiding Quest ions:

1. What current digital technologies can be util ised to enhance the design and prototyping 
process?

2. How are highly detailed and intricate parts prototyped and manufactured, using 
computer-controlled machinery?

3. In what ways can science be applied to improving the speed and performance of vehicles?
4. How does the design/ test/evaluate/adjust process help improve products?

Have you ever thought ?I could design a faster, cooler AND better looking car then the ones I see 
online? ? Well here is your chance. Race F1 technologies give you the opportunity to learn the 
skil ls required to design, prototype, manufacture and test the car of your dreams, using the latest, 
industry-level software and production processes. You will produce a miniature-balsa wood, CO2 
canister-powered model of your design that we will test for straight-line speed on our 
purpose-built race track. If  speed isn?t your thing, make your car the best looking car in the class, 
with its shape, wheels and paintwork. Whatever your calling, this is the place to learn how to 
design and produce the products of the future!

Recommended understanding/exper ience: Nil

Durat ion of  course: 1 Semester

Course Overview:

What are the latest design, testing and manufacturing 
technologies used to produce the current range of high-speed, 
high-performance vehicles?

Subject  Fee: $25.00
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Year  9 Cover  t he Com m unit y

Essential Question/Big Idea

Key /  Guiding Quest ions:

1. Cosplay, characters and creations, how can we dress in disguise?
2. How can textiles serve multiple purposes?

Students will design and prototype costumes for dif ferent purposes. They will have the 
opportunity to create products for drama performances, conventions and parties. They will also 
look at dif ferent community groups in  need and create design solutions that can revolutionise 
living in poverty. 

Recommended understanding/exper ience: Nil

Durat ion of  course: 1 Semester

Course Overview:

How can you use fabric for fun and function?

Year  9 Som et hing Tast y

Essential Question/Big Idea

Key /  Guiding Quest ions:

1. How have Tasty videos changed the way we view food?
2. How does appearance  affect what we eat?
3. How can we save the world with our food choices?

Students undertaking this course will start their own ?War on Waste? at Wirreanda. They will 
create design solutions which think environmentally, ethically and eco! They will create 
sustainable produce and products for themselves and the community. They will also unpack 
social media and the current trend of making recipe videos in minutes. They will create and 
market their own recipe video channel and get to cook some tasty food along the way. 

Recommended understanding/exper ience: Nil

Durat ion of  course: 1 Semester

Course Overview:

Do we eat with our eyes?
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Year  9 Digit al Leaders

Essential Question/Big Idea

Key /  Guiding Quest ions:

1. How is a computer built, repaired and upgraded?
2. What are the fundamental principles of networking? 
3. What are the basic principles in understanding 3D Design?
4. How can 3D Design be approached by dif ferent audiences?

This course is intended for those students who want to explore areas of IT Support and 
Training. It will immerse students in building/ repairing/networking computers. They will 
gain understanding of how the components are assembled and work together to create 
functioning systems. Students will also look at 3D Design, using dif ferent software programs 
to experiment in this f ield and understand how design can be approached with dif ferent 
software for dif ferent audiences. 

Recommended understanding/exper ience: An interest in 
computer hardware and 3D design is particularly important.

Durat ion of  course: 1 Semester

Course Overview:

Hands on development and exploration with digital 
technology 



(08) 8329 7200 
105 Richards Drive, Morphett Vale SA 5162 

www.wirreandasecondary.sa.edu.au
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