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I NTRODUCTI ON
Wirreanda Secondary School is focused on high expectations, innovation and
improvement. Our central purpose is to develop our students?learning and wellbeing
and we know that the most critical driver for this development is our focus on continued
improvement and creating meaningful learning opportunities through fostering genuine
student voice.
Our school values of respect, honesty, responsibility and achievement drive our daily
actions and forward directions at Wirreanda Secondary School. We work hard to ensure
all students are provided with opportunities to succeed and that they graduate as well
rounded individuals who feel a sense of worth and contribution to the local and global
community.
Genuine Student Voice for Learning is an area of focus at Wirreanda Secondary School.
When students have a genuine voice in how the school is run, they are more likely to be
engaged and feel themselves as ?shareholders? which of course makes the school a
better place. Student Voice for us is valuing and encouraging students to be actively
involved in our school community, a critical part of decision making and supported to
bring plans and ideas into action.
We are proud to offer a broad curriculum and a range of academic and vocational
pathways for students here at Wirreanda Secondary School. An extensive choice of
programs cater for students?diverse learning needs and interests, including our
Specialist Sports Course, Vocational Education and Training courses, The Arts and
Student Leadership.
In 2023 we will see the third cohort of Year 7 students entering our school, with this
being our first full intake beyond the Year 7 to High School Pilot program. Wirreanda
Secondary School was incredibly privileged to be one of three schools across the state
to take part in the Year 7 to High School Pilot, which commenced in 2020.
Our year 7s jump straight into a contemporary curriculum that creates a fantastic
foundation for our innovative programs in the Middle and Senior School. Year 7 & 8
students explore ideas, problems and challenges through an intercurricular approach,
with Year 9 & 10 students exploring Mathematics and Science curriculum through our
ICS (Inquiry Centred Studies). In addition we continue to build courses that integrate key
capabilities and offer students to work with peers in vertically grouped classes across all
year levels.
An exciting time to be a learner at Wirreanda Secondary School! I encourage all students
to spend time exploring the different curriculum opportunities and to make informed
choices about their learning programs moving into 2023.
Karla Pobke
PRINCIPAL
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K now l edgeabl e I nnov ati v e Passi onate

SPECI A LI ST SPORTS
COURSE
SPECI A LI ST SPORTS COURSE

KEY CONTACT: Dan Gale
Em ail: Dan.Gale556@schools.sa.edu.au

The Specialist Sports Course at Wirreanda Secondary School has been established to assist
talented student athletes to achieve at the highest levels of performance in their chosen sport
and to help develop their educational, emotional and social well being. The program also
provides structures and processes to support students accessing a range of post school options.
The aims of the Specialist Sports Course is to provide student athletes access to:
Athlete development which enhances the individual's ability to maximise performance using a
holistic approach
-

-

-

Engage students in an Individual Athlete plan with assistance from the Senior Leader,
Athlete Development Lead Teacher, Specialist Sports Course Team and additional support
services.
Engage and expose the athlete to Sport Science services such as coaching analysis of their
performances, sports injury courses, nutrition, a range of traditional and state of the art
training methods, strength and conditioning, psychology, recovery, prehabilitation and
rehabilitation and sport specific skill development
Work Experience and Career Education support and planning
Provide athletes with access to various professional facilities within the school
environment and within local, state and national sporting communities
Engage in and utilise technology to enhance and aid their individual athlete development

Students in the Specialist Sports Course at Wirreanda Secondary School will have the opportunity
to:
-

Complete appropriate coaching and officiating qualifications and courses
Complete Certificate II In Sport and Recreation
Complete their Senior First Aid Certificate
Obtain units in Certificate III In Sport And Recreation
Engage with successful state and national athletes via workshops, skill sessions and online
connections

Extensive support is provided through the Athlete Development Program to assist student
athletes to balance their demanding schedules and achieve success at school as well as in their
personal and sporting lives.
Access to the Specialist Sports Course is through application only. For further information please
contact Sam Abadia in the Sports Office.
Phone: (08) 8329 7230
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UNI QUE OPPORTUNI TI ES @WSS

OPPORTUNI TI ES @ WSS
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Success is not only measured in academic achievement. Many students find challenge and
fulfilment through sport, creative pursuits or technologies. Wirreanda Secondary School?s
Extra-Curricular Programs provide opportunities to develop skills and passions in individual and
collaborative environments as well as an valuable opportunities to further develop
relationships "out of class" with teachers, younger and older peers and the wider school
community.
Many of these Extra-Curricular Programs are offered during our extended lunch period every
Wednesday. In the past these have included:
-

F-X Makeup artistry
Dream to Draw Anime Art Club
Smoothie Bar
Philosophy Club
Pedal-Prix
Sustainable Gardening
Tech Ventures
Girls in STEM
Street Food Alley
E-sports competitions

These programs are responsive to student interests and change dependent on student requests
or interest.

Cadet s
At Wirreanda Secondary School, we model and encourage all students to embody our values of
respect, responsibility, honesty and achievement. The Australian Army Cadets values of courage,
initiative, teamwork and respect, align with the work we do every day with our young people
through our focus on developing dispositions and skills. The mateship and sense of community
that the Australian Army Cadet Unit offers young people, adds significant value to our
community and learning of our young people.
Throughout the program, students will be involved in:
-

Navigation and Orienteering
Ceremonial Drills
Radio Communication (RATEL)
Field Training
Weapons Training
Physical Training
First Aid Training
Team Building Exercises
Leadership Courses

Expression of interest in this program can be indicated on Student Course Selection Cards which
will ensure information will be provided when the program is being offered.
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Sk i Tr ip
Wirreanda Secondary School will be offering year 10 - 12 students the opportunity to attend the
2023 Wirreanda Snow Tour to the ski fields of Victoria. This experience will be a fantastic learning
and growth opportunity for your young person and will help them in the following ways:
-

learn how to ski or snowboard in a safe and controlled environment
experience the wonder and challenges of an alpine environment
a unique opportunity to develop life skills and learn values that will enrich their lives
experience new challenges and achievements
They'll have the time of their lives with their classmates and friends, and create memories
that will last a lifetime

We will be travelling with School Snow Tours who specialise in coordinating educational snow
tours for senior school groups to experience snow sports and learn alpine safety. Their team have
over 15 years of combined experience and involvement with school snow trips and are committed
to creating a safe and fun environment for students to have the best possible tour experience.
Don't let your child miss out on this opportunity!
Expression of interest in this program can be indicated on Student Course Selection Cards which
will ensure information will be provided when the Ski Trip is being offered.

Em ploym en t an d En t r epr en eu r ial Oppor t u n it ies
Since 2018, we have been exploring opportunities for students to be engaged in paid work
that would otherwise be outsourced to private enterprise or allocated to staff within the
school. At Wirreanda Secondary School we acknowledge that our student community have
valuable skills that can be applied to enhance the services and processes that are required to
run our growing innovative school on a day to day basis.

OPPORTUNI TI ES @WSS

In 2023 this model of student employment will continue to grow, and opportunities for
students to apply for project work, short and long term contracts, will be available across
years 7-12. Students will also have the opportunity to propose their own contracts of
employment if they identify a need that is not currently being met in the school.
These opportunities support students to build financial literacies, budgeting,
time-management, responsibility and communication skills through a range of interactions
with staff across different roles.
In addition to employment, we acknowledge that entrepreneurial skills and approaches are
becoming more and more advantageous for our future graduates. Embedding entrepreneurial
thinking across a range of learning experiences will support students to identify and respond
to potential entrepreneurial opportunities within and beyond our school community.
We currently have an Ext ended Learning Schol arship program which invites students to
apply for financial support to engage in learning opportunities outside of school. This model
will also include support for successful applicants who propose entrepreneurial projects.
Students that are interested in pursuing either employment or entrepreneurial opportunities,
should seek further information available from the Work Experience Office.

Ext en ded Lear n in g Sch olar sh ip
Extended Learning Scholarship provided financial support in the form of scholarships to Year
7 to 11 students who wish to take learning courses beyond what can be offered by the school
or current VET provision. The Scholarship is in line with our drive for continued
improvements in student learning, a need to increasingly encourage students to focus on
their learning development and a wider recognition of the significance of self-directed
learning.
These scholarships are seen as a way of encouraging students to drive their efforts and
achievements in school with the added incentive of financial support for learning to support
their passions or career pathways.
These courses can be identified by the students themselves or by the school.
The Extended Learning Scholarship panel will take into consideration students who have
demonstrated academic achievement or show agreed improvements or growth in academic
performance when selecting successful applications.
Applicants must apply with parental approval.
For further information, please email Stacey Bartlett at Stacey.Bartlett944@schools.sa.edu.au
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St u den t Voice an d Leader sh ip
At Wirreanda Secondary School we are dedicated to increasing student ownership of our school
by valuing and encouraging students to be actively involved in our community. This includes
being a critical part of decision-making and being supported to bring plans and ideas into action.
Our students are encouraged to create opportunities for themselves and others, organise and
participate in a range of extra-curricular activities, embrace leadership opportunities and share
their ideas, perspectives and concerns in forums with peers, staff, parents and the wider
community.
In recent years students have led significant change and engaged in a range of student-led
programs in our school including but not limited to:
-

Co-designing curriculum alongside staff
Delivering professional development to staff
Identifying whole-school areas for improvement through the collection and analysis of
data and developing Site Improvement goals
Leading digital programs and initiatives
Designing school digital platforms and programs
Initiating, planning and running awareness activities, events and projects such as Wear it
Purple Day, Bullying No Way, Walk a Mile in My Boots and others.

Students who are keen to leave a legacy, work with peers and staff to create change, or just
contribute to the school community in meaningful ways should indicate their interest on their
Student Course Selection Card or speak to one of our school captains.

M i ddl e Sch ool A pproach

M I DDLE SCHOOL
CURRI CULUM
At Wirreanda Secondary School we identify the importance of Middle School as
a critical opportunity to meet the changing needs of adolescents. Through the
Middle School curriculum, we aim to inspire curiosit y and develop et hical
democrat ic cit izens who are increasingly self-sufficient in our ever-changing
world. With an inquiry approach, we support students to generat e int erest ing
quest ions and identify current and future-focused problems rel evant to their
world. This will see them working both col l aborat ivel y and independent l y to
propose solutions both locally and globally. Our Middle School approach is
founded on a collaborative specialist team of dedicated staff working together
across curricul um areas to establish engaging opport unit ies f or st udent s
approaching ideas and concepts in the Australian Curriculum in innovative
ways.
In addition to traditional subject-area knowledge and skills, students joining
the modern workforce need to be effective crit ical t hinkers, probl em-sol vers,
creat ive innovat ors and col l aborat ors. They need to be able to communicat e
using a variety of media and to various audiences, both familiar and unfamiliar.
Competency in these areas will help students in future study, setting them up
for success in their lives as empowered citizens.
The National STEM School Education Strategy 2016?2026 identifies the need
to raise foundational skills with a focus on developing mathematical, scientific
and technological literacy, whilst promoting the development of the skills of
problem-solving, critical analysis and creative thinking. The integration of
STEM skil l s is key to the success of innovat ion, including business and
ent repreneurial skills and skills from the humanit ies, art s and social sciences
to understand how and why innovation grows or fails and how individuals,
organisations and communities respond or adapt to change.
Our Middl e School responds to growing research that schools are not
supporting young people to develop the skills for learning that are now
essential to compete in innovative futures reliant on effective communicat ion,
col l aborat ion, crit ical and creat ive t hinking. This approach is unique because
it brings together a specialist team of dedicated staff working together across a
variety of curriculum areas to establish engaging opportunities exploring key
ideas and concepts in the Australian Curriculum in innovative ways.
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Year 7

Year 7 Course

At Year 7, all students will experience our diverse range of specialised curriculum areas.
Students will develop understanding in English, HASS, Science and Maths through a
Project Based Learning model with exposure to elective subjects across The Arts,
Design and Technology and Health and Physical Education. This approach provides
students with an enriching opportunity to experience and develop passion in areas that
interest them allowing students to connect positively to their learning. Additionally,
this will support students to make better-informed subject selection choices as a result
of exposure to special ised curricul um areas.

14

The Year 7 model strives to build two key skills for learning; communicat ion and
col l aborat ion. Additionally, five important drivers of curriculum are embedded in
learning; st udent choice, st udent voice, ent repreneurship, personal isat ion and civic
empowerment.

Ref erence f or Year 7
YEAR 7 Subject s

PAGE

Year 7 English, Maths, HASS and Science: An Integrated approach through Project
Based Learning (PBL)

14

Year 7 Arts

35

Year 7 Health and Physical Education (HPE)

44

Year 7 Fabrication Technologies

52

Year 7 Food & Textiles

52

Year 7 Language - Aboriginal Cultures & Languages

48

Year 7 Music

35

Year 7 Specialist Sports Course

44

Year 8

M i ddl e Sch ool A pproach

In Year 8, students continue the integration of English, HASS, Science and Maths through
Project Based Learning (PBL). This allows students to build upon prior experience thinking
like a mathematician, a scientist, an author, a critic, a historian and so on, regardless of
what ?subject? they are in. Increased voice and choice with students awarded the
opportunity to choose elective subjects is a key focus for Year 8.

16

This model strives to build two key skills for learning at Year 8; Crit ical and Creat ive
Thinking. At Year 8, we continue to focus on the five drivers of curriculum introduced at
Year 7: st udent choice, st udent voice, ent repreneurship, personal isat ion and civic
empowerment . Skills for learning and drivers of curriculum are embedded in learning
opportunities created through both projects in PBL and courses across curriculum areas.
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Ref erence f or Year 8 Subj ects
YEAR 8 COURSE OPTIONS

PAGE

PBL: An Integrated approach incorporating English, Maths, HASS and Science

16

Year 8 Art

36

Year 8 Music

37

Year 8 Music (full year)

37

Year 8 Drama

38

Year 8 Dance

38

Year 8 Health and Physical Education (HPE)

45

Year 8 Specialist Sports Course (SSC)

45

Year 8 Languages - Auslan

49

Year 8 Food and Textiles

53

Year 8 Fabrication and Digital Technology

53

Cri ti cal Th i nk ers
Probl em Sol v ers

Back to Contents Page
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Year 9

M i ddl e Sch ool A pproach

In Year 9, students are empowered to make an even greater number of informed decisions
regarding their learning sequence at Wirreanda Secondary School. Year 9 students
continue to experience specialised curriculum areas embedding models of student choice.
This includes interdisciplinary models across Science, Maths, and Humanities and Social
Sciences (HASS). Year 9 students have increasing options to choose specialised subjects in
English, Humanities and Social Sciences (HASS) and in elective subjects.
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This model strives to consolidate all four skills for learning: Communication,
Collaboration, Critical Thinking and Creative Thinking. Similarly, Year 9 students continue
to focus on the five drivers of curriculum introduced previously: student choice, student
voice, entrepreneurship, personalisation and civic empowerment. Skills for learning and
drivers of curriculum are common threads connecting learning opportunities created
through projects in PBL in Year 7 and Year 8 and specialised curriculum areas.
We encourage all students to become actively involved in our school communities by
participating in any of the additional opportunities offered at Wirreanda Secondary
School. These range from participating in school events, engaging in a range of
extra-curricular programs on Wednesday lunchtimes, representing the school at sporting
events and becoming a member of our whole-school and House Leadership teams.
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Ref erence f or Year 9 Subj ects
YEAR 9 COURSE OPTIONS

PAGE

Year 9 English

2 - 23

Year 9 Inquiry Centred Studies (Maths and Science)

25 - 27

Year 9 HASS

29 - 33

Year 9 Art

38

Year 9 Digital Media Art

38

Year 9 Music (full year)

39

Year 9 Drama

40

Year 9 Dance

40

Year 9 Media for the New World

40

Year 9 Health and Physical Education

44

Year 9 Physical Education and Sport

44

Year 9 Specialist Sports Course (SSC)

45

Year 9 Serious Spanish

47

Year 9 Something Tasty

51

Year 9 Fibres to Fabric

51

Year 9 Fabrication and Digital Technology

52

Year 9 3D CAD Digital Design

53
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Engl i sh
KEY CONTACT: Br iony St eele
Em ail: Br iony.St eele317@schools.sa.edu.au

Year 9 En glish Sem est er Opt ion s

ENGLI SH

At Year 9 students can design their own English pathway with options in each semester
addressing the same Australian Curriculum Standards, just in different ways. This is designed to
support students to choose their preferred paths or passions and allow them to express
themselves and explore texts that have more meaning to them. Students MUST choose two
options for the year.

20
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#WSSNew s
Recom m ended under st anding/ exper ience: Nil
Durat ion of cour se: 1 Semester
Cour se Over view:
Essential Question/ Big Idea

What is the difference between ?real news?and ?fake news??

Key / Guiding Quest ions:

1. What is the most effective way to share information within the school community?
2. How has the media, and the way people think about the media, changed over time?
3. How do I know if I can trust what I see in the media?
News is everywhere: on social media, television, radio and online. How do we know if we can
trust the news we experience, if the media and the way people think about the media changes
over time?
Explore the most effective ways to share news in our school community. What does this look
like you might ask? A Youtube channel, newsletter, podcast, social media campaign, roving
reporters, workshops, student radio? the possibilities are endless.
This course will provide opportunities for you to be critical and creative, and share information
with your peers and the community as you explore and create real and relevant news. Cycle
through a range of roles including reporter, photographer, editor, publisher, and writer.

Cr im e Scen e: Do Not Cr oss
Recom m ended under st anding/ exper ience: Nil
Durat ion of cour se: 1 Semester
Cour se Over view:
Essential Question/ Big Idea

What makes the crime genre so fascinating and engaging for
audiences?

Key / Guiding Quest ions:
1. How do true crime texts create tension for the reader/ audience?
2. How does the way in which evidence is revealed manipulate the audience's feelings
about an innocent or guilty verdict?
3. How are techniques used to influence the audience's view of characters?
Crime fiction is a very high grossing genre, with non-fiction crime also rapidly increasing in
popularity; but what makes this genre so fascinating and engaging? Looking beyond the lies,
cover-ups and criminals, the genre uses a range of ways to captivate their audience and lead us
to a verdict: guilty or innocent?
In this course you will explore a range of crime texts to investigate how the authors have
constructed them, revealing evidence to position and engage the audience. A trip to the Old
Adelaide Gaol will become the inspiration for creating your own piece of crime writing.
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Th e Fu t u r e is in Ou r Han ds
Recom m ended under st anding/ exper ience: Nil
Durat ion of cour se: 1 Semester
Cour se Over view:
Essential Question/ Big Idea

How can we advocate to make a real difference for a
sustainable future?

Key / Guiding Quest ions:

1. How does social justice contribute to a sustainable system to support all life on Earth?
2. How can we persuade others to take action for a sustainable future?
The world is a massive place. You are one person. As a class, we are a group of 25 people; with
our families we represent over 100 people... What can we do and advocate to make a real
difference to the ongoing capacity of Earth to maintain life for a sustainable future?

ENGLI SH

In this course we will develop and share knowledge about systems and world views that
promote environmental awareness, by exploring a range of texts relating to sustainability. We
will develop the understanding and skills necessary to act responsibly and will create texts to
foster passion in our community to take action for sustainable futures.

Ever ybody h as a St or y
Recom m ended under st anding/ exper ience: Nil
Durat ion of cour se: 1 Semester
Cour se Over view:
Essential Question/ Big Idea

How does diversity help us understand our place in the world?

Key / Guiding Quest ions:

1. To what extent is literature effective in combating social issues?
2. What common identities and experiences are explored universally?
Literature has proven to be one of the best ways to understand and combat issues that shape
our world, whether it be age, gender, ethnicity or human rights. In this course students will
explore a variety of text types, including poetry, narrative, film and social media, as they
develop an understanding of and seek to emotionally connect audiences.
In this course, you will examine concepts and authors that unite our common human
experiences, using diverse examples from communities around the world.
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St or ies of Asian Wor lds
Recom m ended under st anding/ exper ience: Nil
Durat ion of cour se: 1 Semester
Cour se Over view:
Essential Question/ Big Idea

How can studying texts from other cultures help me find my
place in the world?

Key / Guiding Quest ions:
1. How do my own experiences of Asia affect my interpretation of Asian texts?
2. How are values, culture and views of the world presented in texts from different places?
Asia is the most populous region in the world, being home to two-thirds of the world?s people.
Some of the world?s most dynamic, varied and complex societies are in the Asia region. But how
much do you really know about Asia?
During this semester, we will celebrate the diversity within and between the cultures, societies,
traditions and countries of the Asia region by considering a range of fictional and non-fiction
texts. We will also explore texts about Asia, as well as stories by Australian people of Asian
decent.

M y M ob. You r M ob.
Recom m ended under st anding/ exper ience: Nil
Durat ion of cour se: 1 Semester
Cour se Over view:
Essential Question/ Big Idea

How can we celebrate and learn from Indigenous voices?

Key / Guiding Quest ions:
1. How can we use Indigenous culture to enrich our own understanding of self?
2. How are values, culture and views of Indigenous perspective presented in texts?
Your home is built on Kaurna land. We want to celebrate the strong connection Indigenous
Australians have to their home and culture. Indigenous culture is traditionally built upon
storytelling from generation to generation over thousands of years; a practice that is still
significant today. Your identity and home is something that should also be celebrated. Together
we will rediscover the concept of home and identity through the 8 Aboriginal Ways of Learning
framework.
There is more than one way to tell a story. Your voice matters; we are all connected in some way
and all have a story to tell.
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M A THEM A TI CS
KEY CONTACT: Nat
Er icasha
Dr ewPaf f et t
Em ail: Nat
Er ic.Dr
asha.Paf
ew4775@schools.sa.edu.au
f et t 408@schools.sa.edu.au

M A THEM A TI CS

Mathematics provides students with essential numeracy skills and knowledge in Number and
Algebra, Measurement and Geometry, and Statistics and Probability. It develops the capabilities
that students need for work and civic life, and provides the fundamentals on which mathematical
specialties and professional applications of mathematics are founded.
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Year 9 an d 10 In qu ir y Cen t r ed St u dies
Recom m ended under st anding/ exper ience: Nil
Durat ion of cour se: 8 Semesters
Cour se Over view:
Essential Question/ Big Idea

How can Science and Mathematics be used to understand the
world around us and beyond?

Key / Guiding Quest ions:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

How can mathematical models of forces and motion be used to create Art?
How can bath bombs be developed and marketed in a cost effective way?
How can ecosystems be managed in order to conserve and protect species?
How can design improve the sustainability of houses?
How could scientific and mathematical techniques be used to solve crimes?
How can we effectively develop and market a cosmetic product?
How is your body designed to survive?

Students learn through term-long studies based on an essential question or wicked problem.
Inquiry Centred Studies replaces what was known as Mathematics and Science, and provides
opportunities for students to inquire, problem solve, and connect ideas across disciplines.
Through an Inquiry-Based approach, students will discover their own meaning, develop their
own understanding of mathematical and scientific concepts, and drive their own learning.
This subject is a two-year course beginning in Year 9 and continuing into Year 10.

Probl em
SOLV I NG

Probl em
FI NDI NG
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SCI ENCES
KEY CONTACT: Nat asha Paf f et t
Em ail: Nat asha.Paf f et t 408@schools.sa.edu.au

SCI ENCES

Science provides opportunities for students to develop an understanding of important concepts
and strategies used to improve scientific knowledge. Exploring science?s contribution to our
culture and society, and its applications in our lives. is essential to being citizens of our world. The
curriculum supports students to develop the scientific knowledge, understandings and skills to
make informed decisions about local and global issues and to pursue science-related careers.

26
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Year 9 an d 10 In qu ir y Cen t r ed St u dies
Recom m ended under st anding/ exper ience: Nil
Durat ion of cour se: 8 Semesters
Cour se Over view:
Essential Question/ Big Idea
Key / Guiding Quest ions:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

How can mathematical models of forces and motion be used to create Art?
How can bath bombs be developed and marketed in a cost effective way?
How can ecosystems be managed in order to conserve and protect species?
How can design improve the sustainability of houses?
How could scientific and mathematical techniques be used to solve crimes?
How can we effectively develop and market a cosmetic product?
How is your body designed to survive?

Students learn through term-long studies based on an essential question or wicked problem.
Inquiry Centred Studies replaces what was known as Mathematics and Science, and provides
opportunities for students to inquire, problem solve, and connect ideas across disciplines.
Through an Inquiry-Based approach, students will discover their own meaning, develop their
own understanding of mathematical and scientific concepts, and drive their own learning.
This subject is a two-year course beginning in Year 9 and continuing into Year 10.
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HUM A NI TI ES and SOCI A L SCI ENCES

HA SS

28

Humani ti es and Soci al Sci ences

KEY CONTACT: Maeve Cashel
Em ail: Maeve.Cashel853@schools.sa.edu.au
Through studying Humanities and Social Sciences (HASS), students develop the skills to question,
think critically, solve problems, communicate effectively, make decisions and adapt to change.
Considering and responding to issues requires an understanding of important historical,
geographical, political, economic and social factors, and how they interrelate. For this reason,
HASS courses use an interdisplinary approach to connect concepts and ideas across subject
areas.

Year 9 Does Hist or y Repeat It self ?
Recom m ended under st anding/ exper ience: Nil
Durat ion of cour se: 1 Semester
Cour se Over view:
Essential Question/ Big Idea

How do the choices and decisions of people and groups
create repetitive cycles through time?

Key / Guiding Quest ions:
1. Are people?s experiences similar throughout different periods of time?
2. How have developments throughout history affected the future?
3. Is history cyclic, and how do we know?
?Does history repeat itself??is a course exploring how changes and developments occur across
time to ultimately determine if we can identify patterns throughout the past and/ or present. This
could include the exploration of topics such as war, technology/ invention, law, fashion, music,
human rights, environmental destruction or influential people/ groups.
You will explore how experiences vary for individuals and groups across both time and location.
But how will these developments affect our future?
In this course, students will demonstrate understanding of the past, present and future through
use of primary and secondary sources via analysis, research and referencing.

Year 9 M oder n Day M ar vels
Recom m ended under st anding/ exper ience: Nil
Durat ion of cour se: 1 Semester
Cour se Over view:
Essential Question/ Big Idea

What can superheroes teach us?

Key / Guiding Quest ions:
1. Are superheroes the modern equivalent of the heroic myths and legends of historical
societies?
2. What is the relationship between superheroes and popular culture?
3. What is the superhero story template? Is there only one?
4. What can superheroes teach us about being a good citizen?
Iron Man, Captain America, Captain Marvel, the Hulk, Spiderman? Superheroes are household
names these days. But the superheroes that entertain us have a complicated history and a lot to
teach. Are superheroes really modern versions of the heroic myths and legends of ancient
cultures? What messages do they have, and how can we learn about history from their stories?
This course will explore the mythic history of the superhero story and the Golden Age of comic
books that brought us the superheroes we know and love. It will focus, however, on the Marvel
Cinematic Universe (MCU)and the DC Extended Universe (DCEU). We will use films from the MCU
and the DCEU to investigate the historical periods that they engage with, like World War I, The
Cuban Missile Crisis and World War II. In the end, you will choose your own superhero film and
explore its historical themes using sources from the time.
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HUM A NI TI ES and SOCI A L SCI ENCES

Year 9 Gr eat Con f lict s
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Recom m ended under st anding/ exper ience: Nil
Durat ion of cour se: 1 Semester
Cour se Over view:
Essential Question/ Big Idea

How does war shape the world?

Key / Guiding Quest ions:
1. How and why do wars start?
2. What are the consequences of great conflicts?
3. How does war continue to shape modern society?
Whether we like it or not, war shapes the world. Wars and conflicts decide the boundaries
of countries, move populations around the world, define political debates, decide who has
the most power and generally affect our societies. Understanding the Great Conflicts of
the past helps us understand our present and make sense of our future.
Great Conflicts is a course exploring the power of War. Learn about how both Great and
Small Wars have impacted our global community and how wars shape our path into the
future. You will explore a range of wars including WWI and WWII, wars that lead to
revolution and wars that changed the political and technological world, sometimes for the
worse and sometimes for the better.

Year 9 Inf init e!...Or is it ?
Recommended underst anding/ experience: Nil
Durat ion of course: 1 Semester
Course Overview:
Essential Question/ Big Idea

Can it last forever?

Key / Guiding Quest ions:
1. How do people, their lifestyle and cultural choices impact places?
2. What makes a place unique?
3. How can we protect the future of places?
Infinite or is it? This is a course exploring the effects of
people, their travel, lifestyle, recreation and cultural
choices on places. Ultimately, we will investigate how
sustainable these habits are and their implications for the
future of different communities and cultural groups from
around the world. We will explore physical environments,
unique cultures and indigenous world-views to gain
empathy and understanding before developing strategies
to manage and protect these unique places with a focus
on sustainable tourism practices and food security.

Year 9 A Wor ld of
Oppor t u n it ies
Recom m ended under st anding/ exper ience: Nil
Durat ion of cour se: 1 Semester
Cour se Over view:
Essential Question/ Big Idea

What does it take to
make the perfect world?

Key / Guiding Quest ions:
1. How close are we to a dystopian future?
2. What do people need to live in peace and prosperity?
3. How do we cope with natural and man-made changes to our planet?
As humans, are we the disease of the planet or are we the cure? In this course, you will explore a
range of issues and challenges that humans and our planet face now and in the future. These
include the divide between the rich and poor, homelessness, poverty, famine, population,
migration, health and disease, and sustainability. You will also explore ethical dilemmas such as
designer babies, genetic modification, and technological advances. So what?s next? How can you
be the cure rather than the disease?
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HUM A NI TI ES and SOCI A L SCI ENCES

Year 9 Sick Cit ies
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Recom m ended under st anding/ exper ience: Nil
Durat ion of cour se: 1 Semester
Cour se Over view:
Essential Question/ Big Idea

How does where you live affect how you live?

Key / Guiding Quest ions:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Can cities impact your health?
Can we be healthy and happy in cities?
Does planning and design matter?
Shaping cities for health: What next?
What are some alternatives that work?

Almost 70% of the world?s population live in urban areas. But not all cities are alike. This
course will ultimately explore the essential question: How does where you live affect
how we live? In this course, we will explore the different aspects of health and
wellbeing across time and continents, and how urban design, sustainability and a city?s
geography can impact how healthy we are.
Your challenge will be to design the newest urban development boasting the title of
?The Healthiest City?. This will require you to design and create your own cityscape using
a range of design and technology techniques.

Year 9 Con cept t o CA$H
Recom m ended under st anding/ exper ience: Nil
Durat ion of cour se: 1 Semester
Cour se Over view:
Essential Question/ Big Idea

Su bject Fee: $20

How might we take an idea to market?

Key / Guiding Quest ions:
1. Where do innovators and business owners get their inspiration?
2. What is an entrepreneur?
3. Do all businesses start with a why?
Did you know that the idea for UBER came from Adelaide?
Gold Coast entrepreneurs Nik Mirkovic and Alex Tomic were only 21 and 22 when they invested
$20,000 of their own money into launching teeth whitening company HiSmile in 2015. Through
a heavy focus on social media and influencer marketing, HiSmile became a global brand with
over $40M in sales by 2018!
Entrepreneurs come from all walks of life, all it takes is a bright idea and the drive to make it
happen! Concept to CA$H will take you on a journey to explore how entrepreneurs generate
business ideas as well as needs that are not being met. This could be a service or a product.
Concept to CA$H will provide you with the skills and mentoring to develop and bring your ideas
to life. Where possible, opportunities will include working with industry professionals, pitching
your idea and, just maybe, gaining real-world financial investment!
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THE A RTS
KEY CONTACT: Noeleen Cur ran
Em ail: Noeleen.Cur ran273@schools.sa.edu.au

THE A RTS

The Arts have the ability to inspire and enrich learning, developing imagination and encouraging
creativity and expression. The Arts subjects in the Australian Curriculum taught at Wirreanda
Secondary School are Dance, Drama, Music, and Visual Arts. Together they provide opportunities
for students to learn how to create, design, represent, communicate and share their ideas,
emotions, observations and experiences.
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Year 7 Visu al Ar t
Recom m ended under st anding/ exper ience: Nil
Durat ion of cour se: 1 Semester
Cour se Over view:

Essential Question/ Big Idea

What is Art made of?

Key / Guiding Quest ions:
1. What are the ?Elements of Art?and how do artists use them to create works of art?
2. How can different materials and techniques be used to create works of art?
3. How do we communicate and express intention and meaning in artworks?
In this course, learn about the ?Elements of Art?and how they are used to create an artwork.
Experiment with a range of artistic materials, styles and techniques by different artists from a
range of cultures and times to develop your artistic ability. Use your understanding and
knowledge to create artworks for a skills folio. Develop your communication skills and express
your intention and meaning in the artworks you make. Topics include drawing, painting, collage,
clay, and sculpture.

Year 7 M u sic
Recom m ended under st anding/ exper ience: Nil
Durat ion of cour se: 1 Semester
Cour se Over view:

Essential Question/ Big Idea

What is music, and how does it affect the world around you?

Key / Guiding Quest ions:
1.
2.
3.
4.

Which musical skills would I like to begin developing by the end of the course?
How is sound produced?
What opportunities will I have to extend my learning?
How will this course set me up for more specific musical tuition in the future?

This course is an introduction to music. The focus is on developing practical skills and giving
you a hands-on musical experience. You will learn how to play basic pieces on the guitar and
rock beats on the drum kit. You will also learn about all of the instruments of the orchestra and
how to read music using treble and bass clef notation. You will also be able to be part of a
band.
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Year 8 Visu al Ar t
Recom m ended under st anding/ exper ience: Nil
Durat ion of cour se: 1 Semester
Cour se Over view:

Essential Question/ Big Idea

How does art shape and form personal identity?

Key / Guiding Quest ions:
1. Why doesn't all art look the same?
2. How do artists develop their own unique style?
3. How do artists communicate meaning?

THE A RTS

In this course, explore how art shapes and forms personal identity as you develop your artistic
ability. You will learn ways to use the ?Elements of Art?and ?Principles of Design?when designing
and creating artworks. When looking at artworks by different artists and styles from a range of
cultures and times, you will see that not all art looks the same. Write artist statements to
communicate your intention and meaning in the artworks you make. Topics include drawing,
painting, printmaking, clay, and digital imaging.
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Year 8 M u sic
Recom m ended under st anding/ exper ience: Nil
Durat ion of cour se: 1 Semester
Cour se Over view:

Essential Question/ Big Idea

Exploring the Options

Key / Guiding Quest ions:
1. How do instruments work?
2. How is music composed and how does this inform my own composition?
3. What opportunities will I have to extend my learning?
This course focuses on practical musical skills and giving you a hands-on musical experience.
You will learn how to play musical instruments and read music notation. You will learn how to
compose your own music and also gain an appreciation of music from all around the world.
You will be able to choose a focus as part of a Personal Project and also be part of a band.
As a student in this course, you may also choose to enrol in free instrumental/ vocal tuition, if
there are vacancies available, but this is not a requirement of this course. Free tuition (in small
groups), provided by the Instrumental Music Service, is available at Wirreanda in the following
areas: Vocal, Drum Kit, Guitar, Bass, Flute, Clarinet & Saxophone.

Year 8 Special M u sic
Recom m ended under st anding/ exper ience: Nil
Durat ion of cour se: 2 Semesters
Cour se Over view:
Essential Question/ Big Idea

My Musical Potential

Key / Guiding Quest ions:
1. Which instrument/ voice would I like to focus on?
2. How will I know that I am making progress throughout the year?
3. What performance opportunities will I have to share my musical skills with family and
friends?
4. How can I create my own musical compositions?
This course is designed for students who have an extremely strong interest in music and wish to
develop their musical potential. No prior experience or ability is required, just a strong desire to
learn an instrument or voice! The course is a practical based course and will give students a
hands-on opportunity to develop diverse musical skills. Students will learn how to play their
chosen instrument/ voice and will also learn how to read and write music using treble, bass &
percussion clef notation. They will also start to compose their own music and be part of
ensembles. They will have performance opportunities to develop their solo and ensemble
performance skills and also learn how to create a routine at home for regular practise. Students
will also have opportunities to be involved in performances such as Music Nights.
Students who choose Special Music must enrol in one of the free tuition options available at
Wirreanda so that they can start to learn an instrument/ voice of their own choice. Free tuition
(in small groups) provided by the Departmental Instrumental Music Service, is available at
Wirreanda in the following areas: Vocal, Drum Kit, Guitar, Bass, Flute, Clarinet & Saxophone.
Pl ease not e: Learning an instrument or voice through the Departmental Instrumental Program
is the focus of this course. Through these lessons, students develop the skills to be able to
perform solo pieces on their chosen instrument/ voice.

Year 8 Dr am a
Recom m ended under st anding/ exper ience: Nil
Durat ion of cour se: 1 Semester
Cour se Over view:
Essential Question/ Big Idea

What stories will I tell?

Key / Guiding Quest ions:

THE A RTS

1. What are the elements of drama?
2. How does improvisation help to develop characters for the stage?
3. How does collaboration improve my skills in acting?
This course is an introduction to Drama and the performing arts. This is suitable for students who
are excited about the performing arts, or who are curious about them. Students will be involved
in the learning of physical theatre, origins of theatre, theatre terms, styles, elements and
conventions. They learn to work cooperatively, collaboratively and constructively in an ensemble
and as a member of an audience. Students learn to contribute positively in class and take
creative risks, grow in confidence and develop new skills through improvisation, dance-drama,
group work, tableaux work, mime, character work, theatre games, stage blocking and page to
stage processes. They take part in short performances and attend live theatre performances
responding to what they have seen in discussion and writing through their Drama Process Journal
demonstrating satisfactory evaluation, reflection and analysis.

Year 8 Dan ce
Recom m ended under st anding/ exper ience: Students choosing this subject should enjoy
participating in physical dance classes and performances. Appropriate dance attire or PE
uniform required.
Durat ion of cour se: 1 Semester
Cour se Over view:
Essential Question/ Big Idea

So you think you can Dance?

Key / Guiding Quest ions:
1. What are the elements of Dance?
2. What skills/ tools do you need to make your own dances?
3. How can we perform dance safely?
While participating in a range of different dance activities and creative games, you will develop
your coordination, timing, strength and teamwork skills. You will also learn about the different
styles of dance, how to choreograph your own dance routines and will have the opportunity to
work together with others to produce dance performances.
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Year 9 Visu al Ar t
Recom m ended under st anding/ exper ience: Nil
Durat ion of cour se: 1 Semester
Cour se Over view:
Essential Question/ Big Idea

Creativity Takes Courage

Key / Guiding Quest ions:
1. How can different materials and techniques be used and manipulated to create
works of art?
2. What are the elements and principles of art, and how can they be applied to create
original works of art?
3. How can artists learn from experimentation, trial and error?
Artist Henri Matisse once said that ?creativity takes courage?. In this course, students
explore and experiment with a range of artistic materials, styles and techniques to develop
skills they can apply in their art works. Manipulate the elements and principles of art and
effectively apply practical skills with selected materials and techniques to create works of
art such as charcoal, pastels, water colour paint, and clay. Explore the work of selected
artists, and apply your knowledge and understanding in your own practical work. Topics may
include drawing, painting, construction, and ceramics.

Year 9 Digit al Ar t
Recom m ended under st anding/ exper ience: Nil
Durat ion of cour se: 1 Semester
Cour se Over view:
Essential Question/ Big Idea

Art in a digital world

Key / Guiding Quest ions:
1. How has the emergence of digital technologies changed the way that artists and
designers create and display their work?
2. How can digital technologies be used to effectively plan, refine, create and present
our own works of art?
3. How can traditional techniques and digital technologies be used together?
4. What role do art and design play in enhancing the experience of film, television and
video games?
In this course, students explore the role of digital technologies in art and design, including
the impact of digital technologies on the way that artists and designers plan, create and
display their works. Students will explore the work of selected artists and designers and
develop skills using programs such as Adobe Photoshop and Illustrator to plan and create
resolved, original works of art and design.
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Year 9 M u sic
Recommended underst anding/ experience: Students are required to attend scheduled
instrumental/ vocal lessons., t hrough t he free Instrumental Music Program.
Durat ion of cour se: 2 Semesters
Cour se Over view:
Essential Question/ Big Idea

The Universal Language

Key / Guiding Quest ions:

THE A RTS

1. Which instrument/ voice will I choose to learn and how will I know that I am making
progress throughout the year?
2. What performance opportunities will I have to share my learning with others?
3. How will I learn to compose my own music?
4. Which song/ piece of music would I like to have learned how to play/ sing by the end of the
year?
Students learn how to read, write and analyse music. Students start to learn how to compose their
own music and produce their own musical scores for a range of instruments and ensembles.
Through Music Appreciation components, students gain an awareness of the history of music and
music from a range of cultures, including the music of Indigenous Australians.
The focus of the course is about gaining proficiency on either the voice or a musical instrument of
the student?s choice. In order to study music at Yr 12, it is assumed that students have studied
their voice/ instrument for a minimum of 3 years. Free t uit ion (in small groups) available at
Wirreanda in the following areas: Vocal, Drum Kit, Guitar, Bass, Flute, Clarinet & Saxophone.
Students choose an instrument/ voice to study with a specialist instrumental/ vocal tutor. They
attend their instrumental/ vocal lesson each week. Through these lessons, students develop the
skills to be able to perform solo pieces on their chosen instrument/ voice. Students practise
regularly at home in order to gain proficiency. Students also participate in class ensemble, group
and personal projects and play together as a band. Students have opportunities to participate in
performances such as Music Nights and school events.

Year 9 M edia f or t h e New Wor ld
Recom m ended under st anding/ exper ience: Students taking this course should have a strong
idea about potential films or vlog channels they would be interested in making.
Durat ion of cour se: 1 Semester
Cour se Over view:
Essential Question/ Big Idea

How can I effectively express myself through film, sound and
media?

Key / Guiding Quest ions:
1.
2.
3.
4.

How can we engage the community through film and media to voice informed ideas?
How can you keep personal information private when creating online, original content?
What makes a professional Youtuber or filmmaker successful?
How do different media formats and media techniques create different responses or
effects?

In this course, you will learn the basics of quality filmmaking, editing and visual marketing to be a
successful entrepreneur. Learn media skills for pre production, production and post production
so that you can create your own video productions. Find out how to storyboard effectively and
how to use camcorders so that you achieve the best possible camera shots and angles. You will
learn behind-the-scenes tricks of many popular forms of media.
40
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Year 9 Dr am a
Recom m ended under st anding/ exper ience: Nil
Durat ion of cour se: 1 Semester
Cour se Over view:
Essential Question/ Big Idea

Performing and Storytelling

Key / Guiding Quest ions:
1. How can I develop my skills in dramatic action and performance?
2. How can I convey emotions through the characters I perform or write about in script
writing?
3. How can drama and performance help me understand social and global events and themes?
This course is an excellent opportunity for those trying the performing arts for the first time
or those who have already experienced it and want more! In this course students are
introduced to scriptwriting for performance and aspects of performing, production, creative
development, design and theatre technology. Attend live performances and study a range of
genres and forms of theatre to create, develop and sustain character in improvisations and
scripted performances to an audience. Students are required to maintain a Drama Process
Journal demonstrating evaluation and reflection, undertake written assignments and theatre
reviews.

Year 9 Dan ce
Recom m ended under st anding/ exper ience: Some previous experience or skills in dance
through primary school, dance lessons outside of school and/ or Year 8 Dance is beneficial.
Students choosing this subject should enjoy participating in physical dance classes and
performances. Appropriate dance attire or PE uniform required.
Durat ion of cour se: 1 Semester
Cour se Over view:
Essential Question/ Big Idea

How can dance influence your life?

Key / Guiding Quest ions:
1. How can the physical aspects of dance improve your fitness and wellbeing?
2. How does music and dance shape and form personal identity?
3. How does music and dance reflect the culture and events of its time?
Students will have the opportunity to learn or refine their skills in a range of dance styles;
developing flexibility, strength and fitness through regular physical activities and memorising
complex dance routines. This course provides an opportunity to experiment and build upon
choreographic skills and creative processes, allowing you to develop more complex dance
works that express your thoughts, opinions, emotions and ideas that are relevant or important
to you. The opportunity to perform and showcase your art works or class routines to authentic
audiences throughout the course is also a key feature.
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HPE -

Heal th and Ph ysi cal Educati on

KEY CONTACT: Naom i Gash
Em ail: Naom i.Gash690@schools.sa.edu.au

In Health and Physical Education, students develop the knowledge, understanding and skills to
build healthy lifestyles and manage positive relationships. Through the Health and Physical
Education curriculum at Wirreanda Secondary School, we support students to be resilient, and
take actions to promote their health and participate in physical activity.
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Year 7 Healt h an d Ph ysical Edu cat ion
Durat ion of cour se: 1 Semester

HEA LTH and PHYSI CA L EDUCA TI ON

Cour se Over view:
Essential Question/ Big Idea

What is health and wellbeing? Why is it important to be
healthy? How can we demonstrate and participate in healthy
activities?

Key / Guiding Quest ions:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

What is a healthy relationship?
What skills can I develop to enhance my personal health and participation in sports?
How can I develop empathy for others?
Why is it important to understand the zones of regulation?
Why are positive relationships key to our long-term health?

During the Year 7 HPE course, students will move and learn in a variety of team and individual
sport and recreational contexts. Through a combination of classroom and practical sessions,
students focus on key relational, team and fair play situations and work together to solve
problems presented. In doing so, develop interpersonal skills such as increasing initiative,
understanding respectful relationships and applying personal, social, behavioral and cognitive
skills and strategies to everyday life.The development and understanding of health and identity
as well as sexual health and positive relationships is also a focus throughout the year 7 program.

Year 7 Specialist Spor t s Cou r se
This course is a special entry program and requires applicants to compete in a selection process.
Durat ion of cour se: 2 Semesters

Su bject Fee: $230 (+$100 cam p)

Cour se Over view:
Essential Question/ Big Idea

Are you really passionate about sport and physical activity?

Key / Guiding Quest ions:
1.
2.
3.
4.

Do you enjoy different sports and want to represent your school?
Do you want to improve your overall strength and fitness?
How can you develop your fundamental movement skills within sport?
What are your strengths and weaknesses as part of a team?

The SSC program is continually developed and revised to give students every opportunity to reach
their sporting and athletic potential through:
-

Developing an emphasis on athletic/movement capability.
Developing an emphasis on health and longevity in sport - Sleep, nutrition, recovery etc.
Fostering a growth mindset - Through failure we learn and ?I?m not good enough?... Yet.
Providing opportunities/challenges in sport - specialist coaching, sports and athletic teams and
sports trips.
Develop an understanding of the impact of mental toughness/grit (sport psychology).
Creating a broad and varied skill set through a range of different sports and activities.
Record, analyse and reflect on growth through the use of online software and GPS/HR
recording.

The 3 year SSC program is also the recommended pathway to academic study at stage 1 & 2 PE and
towards tertiary studies in sport, science and education.
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Year 8 Healt h an d Ph ysical Edu cat ion
Health and Physical Education (HPE) is a compulsory subject at Year 8.
Durat ion of cour se: 1 Semester
Cour se Over view:
Essential Question/ Big Idea

What are the skills and strategies for long term positive
health outcomes?

Key / Guiding Quest ions:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

How can I be a respectful and successful team member?
What skills can I develop to enhance my personal health and fitness?
How can I solve problems in game and real life situations?
How can I take control of my own health?
Why are positive relationships key to our long-term health?

During the Year 8 HPE course, students will move and learn in a variety of team and individual
sport and recreational contexts. Through a combination of classroom and practical sessions,
students focus on key relational, team and fair-play situations and work together to solve
problems presented. In doing so, develop interpersonal skills such as increasing initiative,
understanding respectful relationships and applying personal, social, behavioural and cognitive
skills and strategies to everyday life.
The development of long-term health and fitness strategies as well as sexual health and positive
relationships is also a focus throughout the year 8 program.

Year 8 Specialist Spor t s Cou r se
This course is a special entry program and requires applicants to compete in a selection process.
Durat ion of cour se: 2 Semesters
Cour se Over view:
Essential Question/ Big Idea

Su bject Fee: $230 (+$100 cam p)
How can I reach my sporting goals?

Key / Guiding Quest ions:
1.
2.
3.
4.

Can you move? Where are your mental and physical strengths and weaknesses?
Does your current athletic ability allow you to play sport to your potential?
Can you transfer your skills between sports; where is your long term sporting focus?
How can you develop your individual and team skills to improve overall success?

The SSC program is continually developed and revised to give students every opportunity to
reach their sporting and athletic potential through:
-

Developing an emphasis on athletic/ movement capability.
Developing an emphasis on health and longevity in sport - Sleep, nutrition, recovery etc.
Fostering a growth mindset - Through failure we learn and ?I?m not good enough?... Yet.
Providing opportunities/ challenges in sport: specialist coaching, sports and athletic
teams and sports trips.
Developing an understanding of the impact of mental toughness/ grit (sport psychology).
Creating a broad and varied skill-set through a range of different sports and activities.
Record, analyse and reflect on growth through the use of online software and GPS/ HR
recording.

The 3 year SSC program is also the best pathway to academic study at Stage 1 and 2 in PE and
towards tertiary studies in sport, science and education.
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Year 9 Healt h an d Ph ysical Edu cat ion

HEA LTH and PHYSI CA L EDUCA TI ON

Health and Physical Education (HPE) is a compulsory subject at Year 9.
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Durat ion of cour se: 1 Semester
Cour se Over view:
Essential Question/ Big Idea

How will you enhance the health, safety and wellbeing of
yourself and others?

Key / Guiding Quest ions:
1.
2.
3.
4.

Can you transfer your skills and develop game sense in varied sports?
Can you develop strategy and analyse movement to improve outcomes?
Why is leadership important in team and group activities?
What are the effects of poor relationships on health outcomes?

Through participation in a range of health, fitness, sport and recreational activities, students
will develop, analyse and apply concepts around team-work, leadership, fair play and
cooperation. They will work towards developing a strong sense of identity and understand the
influence they can have on their own and others?long-term health outcomes by developing
strong decision-making skills.

Year 9 Ph ysical Edu cat ion an d Spor t
Recom m ended under st anding/ exper ience: Nil
Durat ion of cour se: 1 Semester
Cour se Over view:
Essential Question/ Big Idea

Competitive team and individual sport and skill development

Key / Guiding Quest ions:
1.
2.
3.
4.

Can you transfer your skills, and develop game sense in all sports?
Can you develop a strategy to win in a range of team and individual sports?
How can we apply training principles and testing to improve health and fitness?
How can we problem-solve game-based situations?

If practical team and individual sport is one of your passions and you want to move into Senior
School PE, then this course is for you.
During the semester you will cover a range of topics including:
-

Badminton/ Tennis
Touch/ Flag Football/ Handball
Football/ Soccer/ Gaelic
Personal strength and conditioning
Fitness components and sources of energy

Year 9 Specialist Spor t s Cou r se
This course is a special entry program and requires applicants to compete in a selection process.
Durat ion of cour se: 2 Semesters

Su bject Fee: $230 (+$100 cam p)

Cour se Over view:
Essential Question/ Big Idea

Are you performing at your optimal level?

Key / Guiding Quest ions:
1. Are you strong enough for your sport?
2. Can you move effectively to avoid injury, improve performance and easily overcome
physical challenges?
3. Can you analyse and reflect on your weaknesses and identify areas to focus on?
4. How does your mindset affect your performance in a range of sporting and pressure
situations?
The SSC program is continually developed and revised to give students every opportunity to
reach their sporting and athletic potential through:
-

Further development in athletic/ movement capability, strength and conditioning.
Developing an emphasis on health and longevity in sport - Sleep, nutrition, recovery etc.
Fostering a growth mindset - Through failure we learn and ?I?m not good enough?... Yet.
Providing opportunities/ challenges in sport: specialist coaching, sports and athletic
teams, sporting trips.
Applying an understanding of the impact of mental toughness/ grit (sport psychology).
Enhancing your skill set through a range of different sports and activities.
Recording, analysing and reflecting on growth through the use of online software and
GPS/ HR recording.

The 3 year SSC program is also the best pathway to academic study at Stage 1 and 2 in PE and
towards tertiary studies in sport, science and education.
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LA NGUA GES
KEY CONTACT: Maeve Cashel
Em ail: Maeve.Cashel853@schools.sa.edu.au
Learning a language broadens students?horizons in relation to developing their personal, social,
cultural and employment opportunities. Our Aboriginal Cultures and Languages and Auslan
programs extend each student 's capability to communicate and develop intercultural
understanding including increasing respect for diversity and difference. Through languages,
students develop an openness to different experiences and perspectives whilst growing an
understanding of how culture shapes world views.

Year 7 Abor igin al Cu lt u r es & Lan gu ages
Recom m ended under st anding/ exper ience: Nil
Durat ion of cour se: 1 Semester

LA NGUA GES

Cour se Over view:

Essential Question/ Big Idea

How can we enrich our understanding of Indigenous
language and culture?

Key / Guiding Quest ions:
1. How can I acquire and interpret information from a range of sources, particularly
Aboriginal people?
2. How can I strengthen my understanding of the importance of country?
3. How can I interact constructively and appropriately with a range of people including
peers, cultural instructors and tourists?
This subject has been developed for Indigenous and non-Indigenous students who wish to
further their knowledge in Aboriginal cultures and language. It will provide students with a
general perspective on the history of Aboriginal peoples, cultures and languages. This program
will explore the connectedness between language, country and identity for Indigenous people.
Students will be exposed to a broad range of authentic learning experiences; including guest
speakers and excursions. Students will understand the significance of language and
storytelling in Aboriginal Culture.

Artwork 'A Student's Journey' by Milly Sumner
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Year 8 In t r odu ct ion t o Au slan

(Secon d Lan gu age f or Hear in g st u den t s)

Recom m ended under st anding/ exper ience: Nil
Durat ion of cour se: 1 Semester
Cour se Over view:
Essential Question/ Big Idea

Why does effective communication involve much more than
just words?

Key / Guiding Quest ions:
1. How important is intercultural understanding when learning another language?
2. What are the essential skills to understand and be understood in Auslan?
3. How has Auslan evolved and developed through different periods of influence and
cultural and societal change?
Year 8 Auslan is an introduction to a language that gives voice to so many. Students will interact
using Auslan in classroom routines and communicative tasks. They use Auslan to compare and
contrast, sign instructions, problem-solve, make announcements, persuade, and recount
experiences in increasing detail. They are able to express their feelings and emotions creatively
in Auslan.
Students will understand historical and contemporary factors that impact on awareness, support
and use of Auslan and its vitality in contemporary Australia, and compare it with other signed
languages around the world.

DESI GN and TECHNOLOGY
KEY CONTACT: Tim Graham

DESI GN and TECHNOLOGY

Em ail: Tim .Graham 114@schools.sa.edu.au

50

At Wirreanda Secondary School, we ensure that all students benefit from learning about and
working with traditional, contemporary and emerging technologies. The Design and Technology
learning area encourages students to apply their understanding and practical skills in using
technologies and other resources to create innovative solutions, collaboratively and
independently. Through a design process, students become problem-solvers and utilise
creativity to develop solutions to broad and everyday challenges.

Year 7 Food an d Text iles
Recom m ended under st anding/ exper ience: Nil
Durat ion of cour se: 1 Semester
Cour se Over view:

DESI GN and TECHNOLOGY

Essential Question/ Big Idea

How can you use food and fibre in the world?

Key / Guiding Quest ions:
1.
2.
3.
4.

Do food preparation techniques influence food presentation and what we eat?
How can food be designed for healthy eating solutions?
How does the production of fibres impact our environment?
How do different fibres influence our design solutions?

Students develop knowledge on how food and fibre are produced, and how these can become
more sustainable. Students build their independence and problem solving abilities while learning
some key life skills and knowledge. This includes food safety, nutrition and budgeting, which are all
learned when building on practical skills through gardening, food preparation, cooking and sewing..

Year 7 Fabr icat ion an d Digit al Tech n ology
Recom m ended under st anding/ exper ience: Nil
Durat ion of cour se: 1 Semester
Cour se Over view:
Essential Question/ Big Idea

How can I turn my product ideas into reality?

Key / Guiding Quest ions:
1.
2.
3.
4.

How do I use a design process to develop my ideas?
What digital and manual technologies can be used to create products?
How do I correctly and safely select, join, shape and finish a range of materials?
How do computer systems work?

Students learn to be creative problem solvers while being introduced to a range of different
production techniques that display the possibilities of a future in Design and Technologies.
Knowledge in the design process, evaluation and sustainability is developed while students
develop skills with traditional hand tools while using materials such as Timber and Plastics.
Students are also introduced to digital technologies while 3D modeling, using the laser cutter
and coding programs.
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Year 8 Food an d Text iles
Recom m ended under st anding/ exper ience: Nil
Durat ion of cour se: 1 Semester
Cour se Over view:
Essential Question/ Big Idea

How can you use food and fibre in the world?

Key / Guiding Quest ions:
1.
2.
3.
4.

Do food preparation techniques influence food presentation and what we eat?
How can food be designed for healthy eating solutions?
How does the production of fibres impact our environment?
How do different fibres influence our design solutions?

Across a semester, students unpack design briefs and use creative skills to make products using
a range of food and fibres. Students will be exposed to correct food preparation techniques and
sewing skills through a range of tasks. Experience master-classes for skill development and then
use them in your own practical design solutions.

Year 8 Fabr icat ion an d Digit al Tech n ology
Recom m ended under st anding/ exper ience: Nil
Durat ion of cour se: 1 Semester
Cour se Over view:
Essential Question/ Big Idea

How can I turn my product ideas into reality?

Key / Guiding Quest ions:
1.
2.
3.
4.

How do I use a design process to develop my ideas?
What digital and manual technologies can be used to create products?
How do I correctly and safely select, join, shape and finish a range of materials?
How do computer systems work?

Have you ever had an idea for a brand new product that would improve your life? Or have you
looked at an existing product and thought ?I?ve got an idea that would make this even better!?In
this course you will learn how to use a process of Designing for Purpose to turn your ideas into
reality. You will then be shown how to work safely in a practical environment, using a range of
tools and machines to produce your designs in wood and plastics. You will also be given the
opportunity to use Digital Technologies to design and create your ideas, using the laser cutter
and 3D printer to produce your products.
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Year 9 Fibr es t o Fabr ic
Recom m ended under st anding/ exper ience: Nil
Durat ion of cour se: 1 Semester
Cour se Over view:

DESI GN and TECHNOLOGY

Essential Question/ Big Idea

How can you use fabric for fun and function?

Key / Guiding Quest ions:
1. How can we use the design process to create fabric-based solutions?
2. How can textiles serve multiple purposes?
Students will explore fibres and their components. They will have the opportunity to
research and apply the elements of design and the design process to create fibre solutions.
They will consider sustainability, cost and material type when designing and producing
garments.

Year 9 Som et h in g Tast y
Recom m ended under st anding/ exper ience: Nil
Durat ion of cour se: 1 Semester
Cour se Over view:
Essential Question/ Big Idea

Do we eat with our eyes?

Key / Guiding Quest ions:
1. How can we save the world with our food choices?
2. How have Tasty videos changed the way we view food?
3. How does appearance affect what we eat?
Students will learn about the importance of eating in-season produce. They will create their own
meal using only in-season produce, with the ingredient cost being a key consideration. Students
will also unpack social media and the current trend of making recipe videos in minutes and will
create and market their own recipe video channel, all whilst cooking some tasty food along the
way!

Back to Contents Page
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Year 9 Fabr icat ion an d Digit al
Tech n ology
Recom m ended under st anding/ exper ience: Nil
Durat ion of cour se: 1 Semester
Cour se Over view:
Essential Question/ Big Idea

How can I turn my product ideas into reality?

Key / Guiding Quest ions:
1.
2.
3.
4.

How do I use a design process to develop my ideas?
What digital and manual technologies can be used to create products?
How do I correctly and safely select, join, shape and finish a range of materials?
How can I show the world what I have produced?

Have you ever had an idea for a brand new product that would improve your life? Or have
you looked at an existing product and thought ?I?ve got an idea that would make this even
better!?This course will give you skills to help make your ideas reality, by further developing
the design and production skills you learned in Year 8, and applying them in more complex
methods. While continuing to progress your knowledge and expertise in the use of wood and
digital technologies for product creation, you will also be introduced to metal as an
additional material option, gaining exposure to the techniques required for it to be used
effectively.
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Year 9 3D CAD Digit al Design
Recom m ended under st anding/ exper ience: Nil
Durat ion of cour se: 1 Semester

Su bject Fee: $25.00

Cour se Over view:

DESI GN and TECHNOLOGY

Essential Question/ Big Idea
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What are the latest design, prototyping and manufacturing
technologies used by industry to fabricate products for the
current market?

Key / Guiding Quest ions:
1. What current digital technologies can be utilised to enhance the design and prototyping process?
2. How are highly detailed and intricate parts prototyped and manufactured, using
computer-controlled machinery?
3. In what ways can science be applied to improving the prototyping and production processes of
products?
4. How does the design/test/evaluate/adjust process help improve products?

This course introduces the specialist skills of 3D modelling and computer aided design principles by
developing design skills using digital technology, skills in constructing working drawings and 3D
models, and the conceptualising, presentation, layout and composition of designs. Produce
prototypes using 3D printers, Laser cutter, CNC milling machine and the Vacuum former. 3D
modelling is an industry with endless possibilities and the skills learned in this course can be applied
to a huge range of applications.
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